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Bator signs a c c or d with 4 nndflar npobfics 

LISBON (AP) — U.S. Secretary of State James Baker gathered Saturday 
with foreign ministers of four former Soviet republics to sen an agreement 
ttat commits them to observe the START missile-redaction treaty. The 
ceremony culminated nearly six months of tedious negotiations by Mr. 
Baker with Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Belarus on a protocol to the 
treaty. It binds them to the terms accepted by the Soviet Union before its 
dbmtegratioo test December. And it sets tire stage for h»»"ng» on U.S. 
S enate r ati f ic a tio n and nego tiat i ons with Russia to trim strategic nuclear 

arsenals below the ou$ mandated by the accord. Ukraine now ranks as the 
third-moM-powerful nuclear nation in The world, and Kazakbtan is right 
behind,, in fourth (dace. Together, they have more nirWr weapons on 
their soil than Britain, France and China combined. Along with Belarus, 
which has a small arsenal of 72strategic nuclear warheads, the three newly 
independent states have promised to become nudear-free and to sign the 
1968 nuclear Non~ProHferatioo Treaty, which win prohibit them from 
acquiring or transferring nuclear technology. 
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Students elect council members 

AMMAN (J.T.) — University of Jordan students Saturday elected their 
new 80-member Student Council with students affiliated with the Islamist 
Movement taking the majority of the seats. Students representing the 
Islamist Movement in Jordan won 90 per cent of the votes, ihcreby 
accommodating 90 per cent of the SO scats on the council. Candidates who 
support the Islamic Movement managed to elect students from every 
faculty with exception to the Faculty of Law and the Faculty of Sports. 
According to dean of Student Affairs Mohammad Khreisat, 25! students 
competed for the membership of the board. He noted that the number of 
students who casted their votes in Saturday's elections was 19.994 
students. Dr. Khreisat said the election results would be accepted if the 
student turnout exceeded 50 per cent of the total number uf students 
eligible to vole. Talking about the objectives of the council. Dr. Khreisat 
said it aimed to support student activities in the scientific, cultural and 
sport fields and enhance sprit of cooperation and the concept of collective 
work. The council will also be involved in pursuing students' issues with 
the university's administration, promoting democratic practices, and 
encouraging dialogue. All results of the vote will be approved by the 
university council. 
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Algerian forces kill 1, 
arrest 43 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
security forces have killed a ra*n 
and arrested 43 others in a gun- 
battle with Muslim fundamental- 
ists who tried to stop a 
government-appointed cleric 
from preaching, Algiers Radio 
reported on Saturday. It said the 
fundamentalists tried to prevent 
the cleric from preaching a Friday 
sermon in the CbebU district near 
Biida, about 50 kilometres south 
of Algiers. One activist, disguised 
in a woman's veil, made a “pro- 
vocative” speech, forcing para- 
military gendarmes to intervene, 
the official news agency APS 
said. 

Pakistan seals . 
border with India 

KARACHI (AP) — Pakistan 
sealed its southeastern border 
with India Saturday after accus- 
ing its neighbour of stirring up 
trouble in violence-wracked 
Sindh province, an army spokes- 
man said. The border closure was 
part of a major “cleanup” opera- 
tion in Sindh, and at least-32,000 
military and paramilitary officers 
were called in, said die official. 
Pakistan routinely accuses India 
of arming and training terrorists, 
then sending them across the 
border into Sindh. 

OAU to admit 
South Africa 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — South 
Africa can join the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) once 
black and white groups there 
agree on an interim government, 
OAU Secretary-General Salim 
Ahmad Salim said on Saturday. 
“Formation and installation of an 
interim government 'will be the 
benchmark. At that- stage, the 
point of irreversibility will have 
been reached and Africa will 
have no reason to continue isolat- 
ing that country,” be said in a 
statement marking the 29th 
anniversary of the formation of 
the OAU next Monday. 

7 killed in Kurdish 
clashes in Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Five Kurdish 
rebels, one Turkish officer and a 
soldier were killed in two sepa- 
rate incidents in southeast Turkey 
on Saturday, Anatolia news agen- 
cy said. It said the rebels from the 
banned Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) were killed in a clash near 
die town of Silvan where troops 
seized 13 rifles and five guns and 
ammunition. In another incident 
PKK rebels killed an officer and a 
soldier by ambushing their patrol 
near Pervari town of the Siirt 
province, Anatolia said. 

Iraqis request 
Greek asylum 

KHIOS, Greece (AP) — A group 
of 57 Iraqi Christians requested 
political asylum in Greece after 
being found m a boat that had 
been towed into Greek waters by 
a Turkish speedboat on Saturday, 
police said. The group comprised 
38 men, 10 women and nine 
children. They said they were 
members of Iraq's small Christian 
minority, an officer on this east- 
ern Aegean island said. Illegal 
immigrants wbo request political 
asylum are allowed to stay in 
Greece while their case is consi- 
dered. 

Ex-Soviets want 
OPEC membership 

VIENNA (AP) — Former Soviet 
republics of Russia and Kazakh- 
stan, both oil producers, have 
asked questions about possible 
membership in the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC), a senior OPEC 
official said Saturday. The official 
said the former republics re- 
quested information about the 
ngjhts, obligations and financial 
contributions required of mem- 
bers. “We do not dose the door,” 
be said. “We do not open the. 
door too widely.” Russia pro- 
duces the hon’s share of oil on the 
territory of the former Soviet 
Union. The International Energy, 
Agency estimated that the former 
republics pumped a total of 9.5 
million barrels a day in March. 
The Soviet Union was the world’s 
largest oil producer. The OPEC’s 
13 members are’: Algeria, 
Ecuador, Gabon, Indonesia, 
Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Niger- 
ia, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates and Vene- 
zuela.- « 


National strategy on 
environment unveiled 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Satur- 
day unveDed a national strategy 
on the environment, taking into 
consideration the various aspects 
of air and water pollution, de- 
forestation and agriculture mid 
setting short-, medium- and long- 
term objectives. 

' The strategy, which took over 
two years to prepare, was pre- 
sented at a conference attended 
by Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
senior officials and experts. 

- Presenting the strategy docu- 
ment, Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Abdul Razz&k Tubeishat 
said that successive governments 
in Jordan had received constant 
directives from the King on the 
need to provide measures de- 
signed to ensure the protection of 
human, animate and plants and to 
ensure a safe environment. 

The minister said that the 
King’s personal participation in 
international conferences on en- 
vironmental protection had given 
further impetus to the drawing up 
of the national strategy. 

The announcement of the 
national strategy on the environ- 
ment today is an affirmation by 


Jordan of its efforts to give due 
attention to die question of safe- 
guarding human lives by protect- 
ing the soil, water resources and 
the atmosphere and thus ensure 
sustainable socio-economic de- 
velopment for the future genera- 
tions, Mr. Tubeishat said. 

Over 170 Jordanian experts in 
various fields took 30 months to 
put together this document after 
intense research and detailed 
study, he said. 

The strategy calls for various 
concerned departments and pri- 
vate sector organisations to pool 
their efforts to ensure a safe 
environment in Jordan. 

“We are not the only nation to 
.draw up such a strategy, but we 
are certainly among the first to do 
so, and will do all that in em- 
power to achieve its goals,” the 
minister said. 

The pressing reasons for the 
national strategy on the environ- 
ment in Jordan, Dr. Tubeishat 
said, included: 

— Shrinking of the agricultural 
land due to the encroachment of 
urban areas and the construction 
of roads and buOdings- 

— Shrinking of the green areas 
of Jordan, represented in the 
severe damage to the country’s 


forests and caused by fires and 
cutting down of trees. 

— The elimination of a large 
number of fauna and flora in 
their natural habitat. 

Pollution of rivers and dam 
reservoiis as well as sea coasts 
and the soil through various in- 
dustrial and agricultural activi- 
ties. 

— The contamination of the air 
due to the presence of femes and 
factory smoke as well as the 
poisonous femes of means of 
transport. 

Dr. Tubeishat told the audi- 
ence that the Department of En- 
vironment was created at the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs in 1980 partly in order to 
prepare for the national strategy. 

Jordan was among 30 world 
nations that have adopted an 
international declaration on the 
protection of the world environ- 
ment and agreed to allocate funds 
for its implementation, the minis- 
ter pointed out. 

He said that the United States 
Agency for International 
(USAID) agreed in 1988 to pro- 
vide funds to partly finance' the 
Jordanian project. 

(Continued on page 5) 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Qoeea Noor, 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker (left) and 
Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Razak Tubeishat Saturday 


attend a conference where a national strategy on the 
environment was branched (Photo by Yousef A1 
’Allan) 


Artillery duels continue in S. 
Lebanon for fifth day running 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Sporadic 
shellfire-' exchanges kept tension - 
high in South Lebanon Saturday, 
the fifth day of violence between 
Israeli troops and Lebanese re- 
sistance fighters, police said. 

They said two Lebanese civi- 
lians were killed and 20 wounded 
in duels that erupted Friday, in- 
tensified overnight and raged for 
most of the day Saturday. 

The new casualties lifted to 16 
killed and 45 wounded the overall 
toll of air and ground hostilities 
that have pitted Israel and its 
surrogate militia, the South Leba- 
non Army (SLA), against 
Iranian-backed Lebanese fighters 
of HSzboDah. 

’ Pofice said a HizboDah position 
fired two Katyusha rockets into 
Israel’s self-styled “security 
zone” m South Lebanon before 
sundown. An Israeli post struck 
back with three salvos of 155- 
millimetre Howitzer fire. 

President Elias Hrawi sum- 
moned separate meetings of the 
cabinet and the Higher Defence 
Council, which groups comman- 
ders of various armed services, to 
discuss the situation in the sooth. 

“Measures were taken to 
strengthen the steadfastness of 


onr population at their home- 
towns and villages with all avail- 
able means,” an official state- 
ment said. 

Although the statement did not 
elaborate, the inference was that 
authorities would try to avoid a 
mass exodus of the civilian 
population from the south, with- 
out saying how. 

The latest cycle of violence 
erupted Tuesday, when Hrzbol- 
lah fighters killed an SLA militia- 
man and captured four others in a 
raid into the “security zone.*’ 

Israel’s air force intervened 
Thursday, blasting Hizbollah 
bases in the eastern Bekaa Val- 
ley, near Syria’s border, and in 
the south in four bombing runs. 

The strikes, the bloodiest and 
deepest of Israel's nine air raids 
in Lebanon tins year, lolled 13 
people and wounded 25. 

Saturday’s shelling began after 
a morning lull which allowed 
thousands of civilians to escape a 
string of battered villages on the 
Iqlim A1 Toufab ridge, 40 
kilometres south of Beirut. 

“I’m getting out because the 
situation is unbearable,” said 
Subhia Hamad, 60, driving away 
from Jaijbuh village wife her 


seven children. 4 The Israelis 
have threatened all the residents 
of villages near the zone. We 
think there wfll be a big battle.” 

The duels were fee heaviest 
since guerrillas fired dozens of 
Katyusha rockets into northern 
Israel and the “security zone” in 
February, shortly after Israeli 
helicopters killed Hizbollah chief 
Sheikh Abbas Musawi, his wife 
and son. 

Security sources and witnesses 
estimated over 6,000 people fled 
their homes in Iqlhn al Toufah 
and 8,000 left four villages in east 
Lebanon's Bekaa Valley in the 
previous 24 hours. 

Cars, filled with frightened 
families, bedding and a few 
hurriedly-packed belongings, 
streamed out of villages shortly 
after the thunder of artillery and 
rocket-fire eased at dawn. 

The United States on Friday 
nrged maximum restraint in 
South Lebanon and said fee Hiz- 
bollah guerrillas most be dis- 
armed. 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy warned Syria, the main 
power broker in Lebanon where 

(Continued on page 5) 


Kurdish elections go to run-off 


ERBIL, Iraq (Agencies) — Elec- 
tions in rebel-held northern Iraq 
have ended in a dead heat forcing 
a run-off between the two top 
Kurdish leaders. 

Massoud Barzani won fee most 
votes but not an asbolute major- 
ity in the four-way contest for 
paramount leader of the Kurds, 
forcing a run-off wife his rival 
Jala! Talabani.* 

Mr. Barzani took 466.879 of 
the 982,649 leadership ballots, 
just 25,822 more than Mr. Tala- 
bani. The remainder went to two 
fringe candidates or were blank. 

The city of Erbil erupted in 
celebratory gunfire and tracer 
rounds lit the night sky as word of 
fee lection returns went out over 
Kurdish radio and television, late 
Friday. 

“This is not a victory for a 


tingle party... the Kurdish people ' 
are the winners tonight,” Mr. 
Barzani told reporters as the re- 
sults were announced. 

In the parliamentary contest, 
Mr. Batzani’s Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP) and Mr. Tala- 
bani’s Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK) ended in a dead heat 
with 50 seats each. 

Mr. Barzani favours coexist- 
ence with the government of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein while 
Mr. Talabani opposes any con- 
cessions to Baghdad. 

The Iraqi government, which 
has about 100,000 troops sta- 
tioned on the edges of fee rebel- 
held area, had said Thursday's 
vote was illegal. 

The result indicated that the 
Kurds could continue to suffer 
from unstable leadership: 


The Kurdistan Front, the 
umbrella organ isati son for the 
seven Kurdish parties, said the 
vote for Kurdish leader would be 
held within two months. It said 
the two weeks stipulated by fee 
law would be too short to orga- 
nise the run-off vote. 

Concerned about a split parlia- 
ment. Mr. Barzani and Mr. Tala- 
bani had been negotiating since 
Wednesday. 

“What we need is a grand 
coalition, and nothing else,” said 
a PUK official in Shaqiawa on 
Friday after Mr. Barzani and Mr. 
Talabani met with top aides. 

Complicating matters, each re- 
bel leader controls tens of 
thousands of fiercely loyal armed 
guerrillas. Kurds traditionally 

(Continued on page_5) 


Kabul 
peace talks 
postponed 

PUL-E-CHARKI. Afghanistan 
(AP) — Two rival rebel chiefs 
tried to meet Saturday to resolve 
their long-standing differences 
and end Afghanistan’s civil war. 
but a guerrilla commander block- 
ed the road. 

After weeks of haggling over a 
time and a place, renegade rebel 
chief Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and 
Defence Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood agreed to meet in a 
craggy gorge in the dusty wind- 
swept hills south of the Afghan 
capital Kabul. 

Tents were erected and secur- 
ity guards sat crosslegged along 
the rim of the rocky gorge, their 
automatic rifles and' rocket prop- 
elled grenade launchers laying 
across their laps-. 

But after wailing an hour, Mr. 
Hekmatyar’s spokesman, Ghairai 
Baheer, said the meeting had 
been cancelled because a rebel 
commander refused to allow Mr. 
Masood and his security guards to 
enter. 

A spokesman for Mr. Masood 
acknowledged thai fee meeting 
had been arranged and said the 
defence minister hoped he could 
meet Mr. Hekmatyar on Sunday. 

However, earlier Saturday ihe 
Islamic interim government 
announced what could be another 
stumbling block in the final settle- 
ment of fee 14-year civil war. 

Interim President Sibghatullah 
Mojaddidi announced that a 
powerful militia commander and 
bitter foe of Mr. Hekmatyar's 
had been promoted to fell gener- 
al in the new Islamic army (see 
page 2). 


Beirut adopts 
economic plan 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's gov- 
ernment on Saturday approved 
measures intended to end an eco- 
nomic crisis and push for an 
Israeli withdrawal from Soirih 
Lebanon. 

No details of the economic 
programme were released. 

Prime Minister Rashid Al Solh 
told reporters after a meeting of 
his week-old government that it 
probably would be submitted to 
parliament -next week for a vote. 

Political sources said Mr. Solh 
wanted to revive the economy 
whose slump sparked riots that 
toppled his predecessor Omar 
Kararni and threatened renewed 
chaos despite an end to 15 years 
of civil war. 

The cabinet also endorsed ur- 
gent implementation of U.N. Re- 
solution 425 which calls for an 
immediate and unconditional 
withdrawal of Israeli troops from 
a buffer strip it has held in South 
Lebanon since 1985. 


Bilateral agreements finalised 
with four Paris Club members 


‘Ball in court of London Club’ on commercial debts S 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has. final- 
ised bilateral debt rescheduling 
accords with four countries and 
is pursuing contacts with others 
in - line with an agreement 
reached wife fee Paris Gub of 
government creditors in Febru- 
ary, covering payments origi- 
nally doe between mid-1991 
and mid-1993. Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Deputy Gov- 
ernor Michel Marto said Satur- 
day. . . 

“We have progressed very 
well in our contacts wife fee 
creditor governments,” Mr. 
Marto said. “We have already 
finalised agreements wife fee 
United States and Canada and 
expect to sign accords wife 
Denmark and France -soon,” 
he added. “Discnssions with 
fee others are continuing and 
we hope to conclude all agree- 
ments ” before fee target date 
of September. 

The amount involved in fee 
agreement with the U.S. is 
-$127.8 million and includes 
loans and guarantees provided 
to Jordan by fee Agency for 
International Development, 


fee Department of Defence, 
the Commodity Credit Cor- 
poration and fee Eximbank. 

The Cana di a n and Danish 
accords cover a “few million 
each,” Mr. Marto told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The agreement wife France 
involves dose to one billion 
French francs (about $184 mil- 
lion), said Mr. Marto, who 
returned from Paris Friday af- 
ter potting the final touches on 
die accord, which is expected 
to be signed soon. 

The accord readied wife fee 
Paris Gub set out the terms 
and conditions for separate hi-' 
lateral agreements wife 14 gov- 
ernment creditors to be con- 
cluded before September tins 
year. 

The total amount involved in 
the accord, Mr. Marto said, 
was around $800 million, in- 
cluding $603 million dne in 
1992 and 50 per cent of the 
interest Jordan has to pay the 
other half of fee interest. 

Under the agreement, 
government-to-governmeot 
debts were rescheduled for 10 
years with a grace period of 10 
years and development loans 
were rescheduled for eight 
years with a seven-year grace 


period. 

On Jordan's commercial 
debts, Mr. Marto said the gov- 
ernment was awaiting a new 
draft agreement with fee Lon- 
don Gub of commercial credi- 
tors after Amman turned down 
an earlier draft which was 
found to be “much short of our 
expectations and fee initial 
agreement” that was reached 
in early March. “The ball is 
their court now.” 

CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Nabnlti explained feat 
“there was a lot of shortcom- 
ings” in fee draft agreement in 
terms of fee debt bay-back, 
conversion and swap objec- 
tives that were sought by Jor- 
dan along fee lines of fee 
Brady plan, which offers debt 
relief. 

Jordan's debts to commer- 
cial banks and financial institu- 
tions grouped under fee Lon- 
don Gub are around $1 billion. 
Dr. Nabnlsi told the Jordan 
Times. 

Dr. Nabnlti said Jordan was 
not expecting a debt write-off 
per se, but pointed out that 
“debt buy-back” at a dis- 
counted rate amounted to 
some form of debt “write- 
down of a significantly high 



&:• . 

Michel Marto 

percentage.” 

For instance, Mr. Marto said, 
the Danish government has 
agreed to reschedule Jordan’s 
debts at “zero” interest, 
“which obviously is a debt 
write-off without using the 
term.” 

“We are not expecting any 
blanket write-off of Jordan's 
debts,” Dr. Nabulsi said, 
pointing out that such forms of 
debt relief are offered only in 
“expliaty political situations.” 

“It is not realistic to seek 
debt write-off for a middle- 
income country like Jordan,” 
he added. 

“It is well known feat there 
have been very few strictly 
political cases where debts 
have been written off," the 
CBJ governor said, citing 
Egypt, Poland and Mexico as 
examples. 
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A mother welcomes her son, just released from prison in Bangkok after being arrested during 
pro-democracy protests last week # 

Suchinda reportedly seeking 
exile after bloody Thai unrest 


BANGKOK (Agencies) — 
General Suchinda Kraprayoon’s 
brief but bloody tenure as Thai 
prime minister appeared to be 
drawing to a close on Saturday 
after a week of dashes between 
soldiers and demonstrators. 

But the fate of his military 
cronies, who the opposition says 
share the blame for bloodshed in 
which dozens died and hundreds 
were injured, was uncertain. 

Mr. Suchinda, leader of a milit- 
ary coup 16 months ago and 
appointed prime minister on 
April 7, was reported to be cast- 
ing around for a foreign country 
to flee to. 

A senior military source said 
Mr. Suchinda had met King Bbu- 
mibol Adulyadej late on Friday 
and may have submitted his res- 
ignation. Parliament is due on 
Monday to debate constitutional 
amendments that would require 
him to resign. 

"The pressure is very much at a 
boiling point,” said Surin Pitsu- 
wab, a senior official of fee 
opposition Democrat Party. “Ev- 
erybody who is anybody in this 
country believes it is best for him 
to resign.” 

The king on Friday night 
signed an amnesty decree cover- 
ing ail fee demonstrators and all 
who took action against them. 
The decree, a text of which was 
obtained by the Associated Press, 
said the clemency was being 
granted “in order to have peace 
and unity in fee country.” 


Mr. Surin said reliable govern- 
ment sources told him that Mr. 
Suchinda was offered clemency 
“to smooth the way out” of pow- 
er. Public outrage over the milit- 
ary crackdown that left at least 40 
people dead during pro- 
democracy demonstrations ear- 
lier this week has led to demands 
that Mr. Suchinda and military 
officials be prosecuted. 

The report of clemency was 
confirmed by a senior Western 
diplomat, who said it was ex- 
tended to everyone involved in 
the demonstrations. 

Student protest organisers, 
opposition politicians and de- 
monstrators opposed the move. 

“By Thai law, a person who 
kills another person should be 
punished,” said Jatupom Prom- 
pan, 26, a student protester. 
“What we want is Suchinda's 
resignation as soon as possible 
and he is not above the law.” 

“But because we love the king, 
whatever he says, we have to 
agree with him," Mr. Jatupom 
added. 

Several hundred people listed 
as misting in the demonstrations 
likely died at the hands of troops, 
their bodies either burned on the 
spot or secretly trucked out of fee 
city, officials said Saturday. The 
most widely relied upon tele- 
phone hotline was reporting 341 
people still misting by Saturday 
evening. 

Despite the king's enormous 
influence, clemency wqs not 


■necessarily assured. Cabinet 
members were still discussing it 
Saturday afternoon, Mr. Surin 
said. 

Leaders of the democracy 
movement, including Chamlong 
Srimuang, were believed lying 
low for fear that Mr. Suchinda 
could launch another crackdown. 

“I move all around because the 
government tries to shoot me," 
said Sonsak Kosaisuk, one of 
seven other leaders of the Con- 
federation of Democracy, which 
organised the protests. 

The prime minister spent the 
day conferring with senior col- 
leagues at his official residence, 
then went to a heavily guarded 
army camp. Rumours circulated 
that Mr. Suchinda was about to 
flee the country, but none could 
be confirmed. 

The parliamentary coalition 
that put Mr. Suchinda in power 
backed away from the former 
army chief Friday, proposing con- 
stitutional reforms that would 
force his ouster within weeks. 

Many government officials 
stepped forward to condemn Mr. 
Suchinda’s use of troops to fire on 
protesters, and hundreds of gov- 
ernment employees wore black in 
mourning. 

Mr. Suchinda’s ouster would 
damage the reputation of power- 
ful military chiefs who accompa- 
nied him to power. One is army 
chief General Issaiapong Noon- 

(Coq tinned on page 5) 




Middle East News 


VI: II 


Afghan president 
honours turncoats 


Kuwait 

sentences 


KABUL (R) — Afghanistan's 
. interim president has promoted 
* " militia chiefs whose defection to 
■'the Mujahedeen helped over- 
throw the former Soviet-backed 
government last month, calling 
•" them “holy warrior" despite the 
year they spent fighting for the 
-•old government. 

■ In a ceremony in a mosque in 
’* the northern city of Mazar-e- 
Sharif on Friday. President Sib- 
ghatullah Mojaddidi heaped 
'•praise on the militias, who fought 
' pitched battles against one Mu- 

■ jahedeen faction earlier this 

- month and whose continued 
'■occupation of Kabul threatens to 
''tear apart the country's fragile 

■ new coalition government. 

Mr. Mojaddidi promoted 

- Uzbek militia leader Abdul 
Rashid Dostum — whose forces 
were blamed for looting and atro- 
cities against civilians when they 
swept into Kabul — from the 
rank of three-start to four-star 
general. The interim president 

. said Gen. Dostum, who switched 
. sides only in March, had been a 
“Mujahed,” or holy warrior, for 
the past six years, most of which 

■ _ time he spent fighting for former 

■ President Najibullah. 

Gen. Dostum had always 
. “sought his own aims" even while 
officially part of Mr. Najibullah's 
forces. Mr. Mojaddidi said. 

“We pushed out Najibullah be- 
• cause he did not warn peace," 


Gen. Dostum said, adding that 
his forces accepted the authority 
of the new guerrilla government 
and would leave Kabul when the 
Defence Ministry and the “peo- 
ple of Kabul" asked them to. 

Mr. Mojaddidi also announced 
the promotion of several of Gen. 
Dostum's commanders and other 
militia leaders to the rank of 
general. 

Gen. Dostum's forces, allied 
with the guerrillas of new De- 
fence Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood, were -crucial both to the 
overthrow of Mr. Najibullah and 
to forcing the rival guerrilla fac- 
tion led by Guibuddin Hekmaty- 
ar out of Kabul in the internecine 
fighting which followed. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s forces, now 
on the southern hinges of the 
capital, have demanded that the 
militias from northern Afghanis- 
tan leave the city before they will 
cooperate with the ruling coali- 
tion. 


two Iraqis 
to death 


Sudan sends team for 
Abuja talks with rebels 


Guerrilla peacebrokers de- 
clared on Thursday they had 
forged a five-point agreement be- 
tween the warring factions which 
called on them to withdraw from 
“fighting positions.” 

Gen. Dostum's and Mr. Hek- 
matyar’s men face each other 
across a no man's land a few 
hundred metres wide in southern 
Kabul. 


U.S. Senate panel demands 
material on Iraq credit scandal 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
second congressional panel on 
-Friday asked President George 
Bush's administration to hand 
.over documents for an investiga- 
tion into the possible misuse of $5 
billion of agricultural credits the 
United States extended to Iraq in 
the 19S0s. 

Senator Patrick Leahy, chair- 
man of the Senate Agriculture 
Committee, said the committee's 
request was made because offi- 
cials were not cooperating with 
General Accounting Office 
.(GAO) investigators. The GAO 
is a congressional agency. 

The panel sought documents 
from the U.S. State, Trepsmy 


and Agriculture departments as 
well as the board of the Federal 


Reserve, the country’s Antral 
bank. 

The letters asked for virtually 
all material related to Iraq’s parti- 
cipation in the credit programme, 
the investigation of fraudulent 
loans to Iraq by the Atlanta 
branch of the Banca Nazionale 


del Lavoro and knowledge of 
possible misuse or diversion of 
the credits. 

Here have been repeated sug- 
gestions the credits may have 
been used to build up the Iraqi 
war machine. 

On Thursday at a hearing be- 
fore a house of representatives 
panel, administration officials 
said there was no evidence of 
such a diversion. They also de- 
fended use of the credits as a tool 
to try to restrain Iraq. 

The administration has refused 
to provide material to the house 
banking committee on grounds 
the information was classified. 

. However, it has said it was pre- 
pared to work with other commit- 
.tees.- 

, j Iraq received $5 billion- of cre- 
dits, used to facilitate exports of 
U.S. farm products, starting in 
1983. Critics say credits were 
offered even when it was obvious 
Iraq could not repay the loans 
and when the evidence of corrup- 
tion was mounting. 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti 
Court on Saturday sentenced two 
Iraqi men to death for collaborat- 
ing with Iraq during its seven- 
month occupation of the emirate 
in 1990. 

It was the first death sentence 
passed by the court since the 
trials of suspected collaborators 
resumed on April 11. 

Kuwait suspended trials in 
June when it reverted to civilian 
rule after four months of martial 
law and set up a court of appeal 
to ensure greater legal protection 
for suspects. 

Defence lawyers said the two 
Iraqi men, Ghaleb Abdul Hamid, 
29, and Mohsen Taber, would 
now have the right to appear in a 
court of appeal. 

“They can ask a court of appeal 
to look into the sentence and see 
whether it is within the law," one 
defence lawyer said. 

Capital punishment remains in 
force in Kuwait, but the emir. 
Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah, can commute death sent- 
ences. 

Abdul Hamid was charged with 
informing on Kuwaitis resisting 
Iraq's occupation and torturing 
them in Iraqi detention centres. 
Taher was found guilty of inform- 
ing on Kuwaitis, carrying arms 
and preaching in a mosque 
agaiftst the emir. 

The state security court also 
acquitted a Kuwaiti suspect and 
sentenced two stateless Arabs to 
seven years in jail each. 

Western governments and hu- 
man rights groups criticised 
Kuwait's legal system last year 
when suspected collaborators 
were tried in martial law courts 
without the right of appeal. 

The court of appeal, the first in 
Kuwait for national security off- 
ences, was created under security 
laws amended last year to guaran- 
tee the rights of political de- 
tainees. 

Lawyers said the state security 
court would look into 60 cases 
arising from the occupation and 
they expected the trials to last 
several months. 

They said around 100 people 
were being held on national 
security offences and some .still 
under' investigation. ' ' 

Dozens -of suspects have been 
freed in the last few months. 

Kuwait's legal system came 
under attack last year when the 
martial law courts sentenced 29 
people to death for “collabora- 
tion”. The sentences were- later 
commuted to life imprisonment. 


KHARTpUM (AP) — Flush 
with a string of battlefield succes- 
ses, Sudan's military government 
sent negotiators to Nigeria on 
Saturday to sit with rebels in what 
appears the best chance yet to 
end a civil war bleeding Sudan for 
nine years. 

The government enters Mon- 
day’s negotiations in an apparent 
dominant position for the first 
time. But it has outlined a pack- 
age of proposals that appears to 
offer significant concessions to 
rebel demands. 

Sudan is Africa's largest coun- 
try, with an agricultural potential 
so vast that it once was consi- 
dered the best hope to end cycles 
of famine that traditionally have 
plagued the continent's north- 
eastern quadrant. But a series of 
incompetent, corrupt, often brutal 
governments since independence 
in 1956 — a period characterised 
by energy-sapping north-south 
civil wars — has turned a possible 
breadbasket into -a basket case. 

"Previous governments re- 
sorted to tranqui Users to resolve 
the south Sudan question," 
Mohammad A1 Amin Khalifa, 
who heads the government's 
negotiating panel, said this 
month. 

“The present government has 
laid down a programme for last- 
ing peace, including a federal 
system, power-sharing... and 
equal opportunities of develop- 
ment and services." 


The current war began in 1983 
when U.S.-educated army Col- 
onel John Garane led a mutiny in 
the garrison of his southern 
hometown, Bor, and formed the 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA). His goal was a better 
financial and political break for 
the country’s south. He later 
added to that list an end to 
Islamic law, decreed four months 
after war began. 

Religious and ethnic differ- 
ences lay behind Sudan's turmoil. 
Most northern Sudanese are 
ethnic Arab Muslims. South- 
erners are largely blade African 
Christians or animists. Hundreds 
of thousands of Sudanese, almost 
all southerners, have died in the 
conflict, mainly from famine 
caused by the fighting. 

International politics and a 
dan-based split late last year 
within Col. Garang's rebel move- 
ment Omar Hassan Ai Bashir's 
ruling junta an opening. 

It began an offensive in Febru- 
ary that has retaken Bor and dose 
to a dozen other towns. Its forces 
were reported last week poised to 
take Torit, the rebels' main stron- 
ghold 1,250 kilometres south of 
Khartoum. 

Ati Tamim Fartak, a Muslim 
southerner and a senior official of 
a transitional parliament picked 
by the junta, said political and 
diplomatic regional and interna- 
tional developments bode well 
for the talks in Abuja. Nigeria. 


Iraqi customs foil gold and 
cash smuggling attempt 


BAGHDAD (R) — A man tried 
to smuggle four kilogrammes of 
gold, worth of $43,000. out of 
Iraq into Jordan by strapping it to 
his leg with adhesive tape, the 
government newspaper AI 
Jumhouriyah said on Saturday. 

The man, who also had foreign 
currency hidden in his belt, 
offered the customs officer a 
$15,000 bribe, the officer who 
caught him told the newspaper. 

“But I refused to take the 
bribe," added the officer, who 
works at Trebeel. 

Iraq normally rewards officers 
who catch smugglers by giving 
them more than 50 per cent of the 
value of the goods seized. 

Smugglers- convicted - .in Iraq 
face. .10 to 20 years in prison. 

Newspapers,, publish, almost 
daily reports of customs officials 
seizing gold, hard currency, 
sheep, copper and other precious 
materials at the border post. 

AI Jumhouriyah said one mil- 
lion dinars in old Iraqi notes were 
confiscated there last week. 


Dealers give a premium for 
Iraqi notes issued before the Gulf 
crisis because they are not confi- 
dent that all the new ones are 
genuine. 

Iraq said on Saturday its crops 
were being destroyed by viruses 
carried in foreign cigarettes. 

The Iraqi News Agency (IN A), 
quoting a report in AI Qadissiya 
daily, said a research by Traqi 
scientists concluded that all 
brands of foreign cigarettes on 
the market carried viruses which 
affect farm produce, especially 
tomatoes, potatoes and tobacco. 

“The research explains that the 
viruses are communicated 
through the hands and clothes of 
fanners who smoke, or directly 
while the fanners smoke in their 
fields." IN A said. 

“It has been proved that the 
viruses have affected the tomato 
crop, especially in greenhouses in 
the AI Zubayr and Safwan areas 
in southern Iraq, where the infec- 
tion rate has amounted to 33 per 
cent," INA added. 


For Rafsanjani, crunch time after election triumph 


By Anwar Farnqi 
The Associated Press 


TEHRAN — President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani’s victory 
over radicals in parliamen- 
tary elections cleats the way 
for his more-pragmatic poli- 
cies. But the pressure is now 
on for him to produce before 
he comes up for reelection 
next year. 

By winning control of the 
270-seat parliament in the 
April-May polls, Mr. Rafsan- 
jani removed a major roadb- 
lock to his reformist econo- 
mic and foreign policies. 

But defeating the hardline 
fundamentalists also left him 
dangerously exposed, no lon- 
ger able to blame for the slow 
pace of economic reform 
since he was elected in July 
1989. He also raised expecta- 
tions of better times. 

Many knowledgeable Ira- 
nians say that Mr. Rafsan- 
jani ’s reluctance to antago- 


nise an electorate increasing- 
ly disgruntled after years of 
turmoil and war was a greater 
brake on economic reform 
that the radical's domination 
of parliament. 

The next year will be cru- 
dal for both Mr. Rafsanjani 
and the Islamic republic. 

Mr. Rafsanjani is expected 
to seek reelection in July 
1993 when his four-year pres- 
idential term expires. He won 
a landslide victory in 1989, 
but he is not likely to find it 
as easy next year. 


be taken — and soon. These 
include slashing state sub- 
sidies on essential commod- 
ities. The subsidies are vital 
for the masses, but drain 
billions of dollars from the 
treasury every year. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


So a lot is riding on what he 
can achieve before then. 

Deregulating Iran’s mori- 
bund economy and impro- 
ving conditions for the coun- 
try's 58 million people, most 
of whom live below the 
poverty line, is the core of 
Mr. Rafsanjani’s reconstruc- 
tion strategy. 

To make any impact, un- 
popular measures will have to 


Streamlining and privatis- 
ing Iran's outdated industrial 
sector, which eats up 60 per 
cent of tire budget, would 
cause widespread unemploy- 
ment in a country which 
already has six million job- 
less, 50 per cent inflation and 
one of the world’s highest 
birthrates. 

Veteran Iran analyst Vahe 
Petrossian noted that Mr. 
Rafsanjani’s options now 
“are to stick to the gradualist 
approach and prolong the 
agony or to resort to a risky 
shock therapy.” 


“The election results may 
encourage the president to 
take the latter route," he 
wrote in the Middle East 
Economic Digest. 

“Bat be may ultimately de- 
cide that the political risks 
are too great, particularly if 
concrete benefits cannot be 
guaranteed before the 1993 
presidential vote." 

The hardliners, may have 
lost their muscle in the Ma- 
jlis, Iran's parliament, but 
they still exert considerable 
influence in the bureaucracy 
and control many revolution- 
ary institutions. 


who seeks accommodation 
with the West, ultimately 
with the United States, the 
late Ayatollah Ruhollab 
Khomeini’s “great Satan." it- 
self. 


Mr. Rafsanjani is also con- 
strained by the revolutionary 
fervor that still is widespread 
in Iran, an unpredictable 
political volcano which he 
cannot afford to have erupt. 
This is especially true in 
Iran’s foreign relations. 

He has been widely por- 
trayed abroad as a moderate 


Mr. Rafsanjani is trying to 
end Iran's isolation and se- 
cure foreign investment and 
technology to save the re- 
volution from collapse. 

But many Iranian officials 
and intellectuals contend he 
is unable — and probably 
unwilling — to challenge the 
anti-American hostility which 
is a cornerstone of Ayatollah 
Khomeini's 1979 Islamic re- 
volution. 


Under Mr. Rafsanjani, 
Iran has maintained support 
for Lebanon’s hostage- 
grabbing fundamentalist HIz- 
boIJah; gained a foothold in 
Sudan to spread the Islamic 
revolution; and is rearming 
heavily as it flexes its muscles 
once more in the region. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkey may free Iran-bound arms ship 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey’s court of appeal has ruled for t he 
release of an Iran-bound ship seized last October while crossing 
the Bosphorus with a cargo of arms, legal sources said on Friday. 
They said the court reversed an Istanbul security court ruling 
ordering the -co nfis cation of the Cyprus-registered Cape Males. 
Iran claims the ownership of die cargo and has repeatedly 
protested at Turkey, asking for the ship's release. The 2,700- 
tonne freighter’s Captain Fanourios Dim os was freed on bail after 
being arrested on charges of smuggling arms into Turkey., A 
council of courts of appeal will decide on the fate of the ship if, at 
a hearing expected on June 3, Istanbul’s security court uses its 
right to object to the appeal court's ruling. Cape Maleas, operated 
by Good Fate Shipping Company of Piraeus and chartered to the 
Iranian state shipping line last September, remains at a western 
Turkish naval base since its seizure seven months ago. Mean- 
while. an eight-day protest along the Iranian border by Turkish 
truck drivers ended on Friday after Turkish and Iranian border 
officials signed a protocol for the drivers’ safety in Iran, Anatolian 
news agency reported. Turkey's security director Yilmaz Ergun 
said Turkish drivers had complained of problems with Iranian 
officials at Gurbulak border gate since the seizure of Cape 
Maleas. The drivers, who had formed queues of up to 20 
kilometres on the Turkish side, said Iranian customs officers 
asked for bribes before allowing them to buy petrol. 


Tehran professor sacked for sex talk 


NICOSIA (R) — A Tehran University professor has been sacked 
for preaching pre-marilal sex and other “cheap Western" values 
hr his lectures, Iran’s IRNA news agency reported on Saturday. 
The university's Social Science Department fired the part-time 
professor, identified only as Zarrinkelk, following complaints 
from students, IRNA said. “He is said to have been ridiculing the 
Islamic culture and encouraging his students to follow cheap 
Western cultural values. He has been advocating pre- marital 
relations between female and male students and cohabitation," 
IRNA said. Iran observes strict Islamic laws which forbid 
pre-marital sex, mixed parties and women showing more than 
their face and hands in public. Iran’s biggest selling newspaper, 
Kayhan, publicised the case of the professor and called for his 
rfisnwtsal in several articles over the past week. IRNA said 
department officials sat in on his lectures to verify the student’s 
charges. 


27 killed in Iran train crash 


NICOSIA (R) — Twenty-seven people aboard a passenger train 
were killed and 25 injured when it collided with a cargo train m 
western Iran early on Saturday, Tehran Radio said. The 
passenger train was heading for Ahvaz in the oil-rich Kbuzestan 
province from Tehran often it crashed near Doroud, 320 
kilometres southwest of Tehran, at 2 p.m. (2130 GMT Friday). 
Iran’s IRNA news agency quoted a state railways statement as 
saying a commission was studying the cause of the crash. The 
radio said the Teh ran- Ahvaz railway was reopened after it was 
closed for several hours following the incident. The victims were 
mainly the staff of the passenger train, IRNA said. The injured 
were rushed to Doroud hospital. 


Morocco suspends trial of editors 


RABAT (R) — Legal proceedings against the editors of two 
left-wing Moroccan dailies have been suspended indefinitely, 
lawyers said on Friday. “It is a measure of appeasement during an 
election year," a senior opposition leader told Reuters. Local and 
national elections are dne later this year. “In fact indefinite 
postponement is a way of abandoning legal proceedings against 
toe press,” he added. Lawyers said the-trials.of toe editors of 
opposition newspaper were suspended after an assurance given 
by Morocco’s King Hassan to opposition party leaders earlier this 
week. Several hundred lawyers were retained to defend the two 
editors at trials strongly denounced by the opposition as attacks 
on freedom of the press. 


Ethiopia says more food aid needed 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopia said on Saturday the internation- 
al community had given an inadequate response to the country's 
appeals for food to feed an estimated 7.8 million Ethiopians' who 
will face starvation. Ethiopia has appealed for 1,39 million tonnes 
of food aid, but deliveries have been so low that relief agencies in 
some areas have already cut rations by half, the government's 
Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) said in a statement. 
In other areas, there was no food at all, the RRC said. So far this 
year, relief agencies have supplied 135,892 tonnes of food, 
although pledges totalled 513.073 tonnes. The RRC said the rains 
expected between March and May had failed in some northern 
areas. His would seriously reduce local food supplies and as a 
result millions of people would be almost entirely dependent on 
food aid, it added. 


Greek, Cypriot leaders meet 


ATHENS (AP) — Greece and Cyprus on Friday expressed hope 
that U.N.-backed negotiations will lead to an agreement with 
Turkey over toe war-divided island of Cyprus. “No one can make 
any forecasts. There is hope on the horizon," said Greek Premier 
Constantine Mitsotakis after meeting with Cyprus President 
George Vassiliou. “We want to express the hope that the Turkish 
side wfll see that it is in toe interests of all to respond positively 
and specifically so that we can finally break the logjam and move 
towards a solution,” Mr. Vassiliou said. “It is especially impor- 
tant, for toe good of our cause, to make use of the great 
international interest in the Cyprus issue, and the unprecedented 
interest of the security council," Mr. Vassiliou said. The council 
unanimously adopted a resolution in April pressing both parties 
on Cyprus to cooperate with U.N. efforts to reach a settlement. 
Secretary-General Boutros Gfaali’s envoys have been shuttling 
between Cyprus, Turkey and Greece in recent weeks, working on 
toe details of an agreement. 
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WEATHER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


EMERGENCIES 


NIGHT DUTY 


BunaiB supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


Clouds will appear at various alti- 
tudes and (here wfll be a chanw for 


sc attered showers of rain, particularly 
in the northern parts of Jordan. Winds 
will be northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 24. Aqaba 32. Humidity readings: 
Amman 34 per cent, Aqaba 22 per 
cent 
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U.S. -Syria 

relations 

improve 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Syria, 
making good on a promise to the 
United States, has allowed 75 
Jews to travel to the United 
States in toe past two weeks, a 
World Jewish Congress (WJC) 
official said Friday. 

! They were allowed to leave 
without depositing the large sum 
of money that had been levied in 
the past to ensure their return, 
said the official, who insisted on 
not being named. 

In another departure from past 
practice, Syria allowed several 
complete families to leave.— not 
just those with dose family mem- 
bers in toe United States, said toe 
official. 

The State Department 
announced last month that Syria 
would lift restrictions on travel 
and property rights against the 
country's 4,500 Jews. Syria Jews 
are stiU banned from travelling to 
Israel. 

Syria has also told the United 
States that Jews will no longer be 
required to get permission from 
toe secret police to obtain exit 
documents, said the official. 

“We are cautiously optimis- 
tic,’’ he said. 

The Jews arrived on U.S. tour- 
ist visas, and some could seek 
political asylum or refugee status 
to enable them to stay.. . 

Until now, Syrian Jews were 
hardly allowed to leave the coun- 
try and then only if they left 
behind family members and a 
monetary deposit. 

The reversal reflected Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad's 
efforts to strengthen relations 
with the United States. Syria & 
listed by the U.S. State Depart- 
ment among countries supporting 
I “terrorism," limiting its abffity to 
trade with toe United States and 
to get government-backed loans. 


Rafsanjani: 

Khomeini’s 


views 

distorted 


NICOSIA (R) — President 
Afcbax Hashemi Rafsanjani, who 
is easing the severity of Isbnuic 
revolutionary rule in Iran, said 
on Saturday toe world bad too 
narrow an image of revolutionary 
leader Ayatollah Ruhoilah 
Khomeini. 


Hitting back at radicals who 
accuse him of straying from 
Ayatollah Khomeini's path, Mr. 
Rafsanjani said “arrogant prop- 
aganda” had given the world the 
wrong image of toe dead leader. 

Loyalty to Ayatollah 
Khomeini's views remains essen- 
tial in Iran’s official politics, with 
each faction quoting favourite 
passages from his speeches to 
back up its own policies. 

Mr. Rafsanjani. who cham- 
pions an image of a moderate 
Islam capable of answering mate- 
rial and spiritual needs and adapt- 
ing to the modern world, said 
Ayatollah’s Khomeini's views 
should be published in. fall. 

“We should not make Imam 
Khomeini one-dimensional by 
enforcing our own tastes," he 
said. 


Tehran Radio said Mr. Rafsan- 
jani was addressing officials in. 
charge of publishing Ayatollah 
Khomeini’s works and organising : 
ceremonies next month to marUP 
the third anniversary of his death. 

Radicals defeated in parlia- 
ment elections this month cite 
Ayatollah Khomeini's «iii for an 
Islamic war of “poverty against - 
wealth” to criticise Mr. Rafsan- 
jani's pro-private sector econo- 
mic policies. 
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‘Play it again, Rula’ 


,Te- 
;5 W I’V 


By Jean-CIande fiim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — For her second 
piano recital in less than a 
week, Ruia Nabeel, the well- 
known Jordanian pianist, play- 
ed for a delighted audience at 
At Hassan Bin Talal auditor- 
on Thursday evening, May 

The concert was held under 
the patronage of Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Faysal Bin 
A1 Hussein and Princess Alia 
A1 Faisal who both attended 
the event. . 

Miss Nabeel selected a 
pleasant programme with three 
sonatas by Scarlatti, Mozart 
and Beethoven, the Rhapsody 
Op 79 No. 2 by Johannes 
Brahm s, a dance by modem 
composer Techerepnin and the 
Fantasia Orientale in C minor, 
written by young Jordanian 
composer Tareq 'Yonnis, that 
she played for the first time 
on the occasion of Mozart’s 
memorial in Amman, in De- 
cember 1991. 

Rula Nabeel once again con- 
firmed the artistic Qualities rti?* 
have been known as hers in 
earlier performance, great 
musicality, clarity and an ob- 
vious understanding of the 


pieces she chose to play. E 
good music is what the ear is 
pleased to listen to, notwith- 
standing further technical 
analysis, then Rula Nabeel is 
definitely making good muse. 
What is also obvious about 
Miss Nabeel is her true love 
and enthusiasm for music 
which not only shows when she 
is playing, but also when she 
introduces each piece with a 
nice and timely explanation to 
her audience. 

Perhaps the most interesting 
moments of the recital were 
the Allegretto of Beethoven’s 
Tempest’ sonata beautifully 
rendered by Rula Nabeel, 
Tareq Younis* Fantasia with its 
oriental flavour and most of' 
all, Techerepnin ’s dance. This 
last piece was the most lively of 
all and it was as much a plea- 
sure to the eye as it was to the 
ear. Miss Nabeel’s hands were 
actually dancing on the 
keyboard and the physical pat- 
terns they were weaving added 
one more dimension to the 
music, something that the com- 
poser probably planned. 

At the end of the perform- 
ance, the audience was already 
looking forward to Ruia 
Nabeel’s next recital. 

The concert’s proceeds are 
to help the Students Aid Fund 
of the University of Jordan. 



COMCENT ORGANISES EXHJBITIQN — Deputising for. 
His Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince -Hassan, the Regent, 
Minister of P lanning Ziyad Fariz Tuesday opened the 
special computer exhibition organised by Comceet Trading 
«»»H Contracting C ompany to mark the company’s 20th 
anniversary. The company’s board chairman, Mohammad 
Adoor, delivered an address at the outset of the celebration 
outlining the establishment and development of Comcent 
Trading and Contracting Company over the past two 
decades and its contribution to die use of computers in the 
Kingdom. The company has been coping with the latest 
developments in the world of computers and introducing the 
new trends to the Jordanian market. The company has also 
been providing services like training personnel, program- 
me, consultancy and maintenance. Comcent, which was 
established in 15172, represents a wide range of international 
computer firms from the United States, Britain, Japan, 
Denmark and Taiwan. Comcent’s services are of benefit to 
the Jordanian private and public sectors, embassies in the 
Kingdom and international organisations. 





UNIVERSITY OBSERVES INDEPENDENCE DAY — 

la observance of the Kingdom’s Independence and Army Day, aa 
exhibition of plastic art, Arabic calligraphy and artificial Cowers 
was opened Saturday at the University of Jordan. The exhibition, 
which was opened by University President Fawzi Gharaibeh, 
marks the start of the university’s act i v it ies celebra ting the 
occasion. These activities wifi include cultural and sports events. 



SCHOOL VISITS HOTEL — A! Afttia Girls School (CMS) 

kindergarten paid a visit to Amman Plaza Hotel as part of a Odd 
trip. They were given a tour of the hotel’s various facilities and 
enjoyed a party afterwards at the coffee shop. 
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The Faculty of Pharmacy at the University of 
Jordan Saturday organises a symposium to dis- 


cuss the future of the pharmacy 
Jordan 


profession In 


University holds symposium on pharmacy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A symposium 
on the future of the pharmacy 
profession in Jordan was held 
Saturday at the university of Jor- 
dan. 

The symposium, which was 
organised by the university’s 
Faculty of Pharmacy in coopera- 
tion with the Jordanian Pharma- 
cists Association, discussed sever- 

£ working papers which dealt 
th Jordan's present and future 
eds of pharmacists in the gov- 
ernmental and private sectors. 

1 'University of Jordan President 
Fawzi Gharaibeh delivered an 
opening address in which he 
stresed the need to prepare qual- 
ified pharmacists “who are equip- 
ped with the spirit of research, 
scientific experimentation and 
pharmaceutical -industrial 
thought.” He said that pharmacy 
faculties and colleges should 
emphasise these main principles 


to their students. 

Mr. Gharaibeh pointed out 
that the duty of faculties of 
pharmacy should not be only 
teaching their students the latest 
scientific findings by laboratories 
and industrial firms, but should 
also encourage students to be- 
come creative. 

The university president 
affirmed that the latest scientific 
discoveries are not exclusive to a 
certain nation. “The adoption of 
a team work strategy in medical 
education effectively contributes 
to forming a comprehensive im- 
age which enhances the idea that 
health problems should be 
viewed from various dimensions 
and angles," be said. 

Dean of the Nursing Faculty 
Fatima Afifi also delivered an 
address in which she reviewed the 
history of the faculty and its role 
in educational fields, scientific 


UNHCR continues humanitarian services 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Since it 
opened its office in Amman in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis, the 
United Nations Higher Commis- 
sion for Refugees (UNHCR) has 
been providing continued huma- 
nitarian services to the displaced 
persons and evacuees as well as 
refugees in the Kingdom, accord- 
ing to Janvier de Rxodmatten, 
UNHCR chief of mission in Am- , 
man. . ■ 

' So far, the' UNHCR "office in 
Amman has spent $614,000 and 
offered urgent in-kind assistance 
estimated at $2 million in the 
course of alleviating sufferings or 
helping the repatriation of the 
refugees and evacuees from the 
Gulf and other legions, said Mr. 
Riedmatten in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Saturday. 

The UNHCR has secured re- 
patriation or homes for 700 re- 
fugees from various nationalities 


who arrived here during the Gulf 
crisis which broke out in August 
1990 and has contributed to other 
efforts undertaken by other un- 
affiliated agencies in Jordan to 
provide relief services to the eva- 
cuees, he noted. 

■ More than a million evacuees 
and displaced persons converged 
■ on -Jordan, during the crisis and - 
natjornal and international orga- 
nisations cooperated in efforts to 
provide them with relief assist- 
ance and facilities for repatria- 
tion. 

The UNHCR opened three 
camps to house the refugees in 
Jordan and financed the services 
of two others, said Mr. Riedmat- 
ten. 

The Geneva-based UNHCR, 
which was established in 1951, 
offers any person, who owing to 
well-founded fear of or being 
persecuted for reasons of race, 
religion, nationality or political 
opinion, or is outside the country 


of his nationality and unable or 
owing to such fear for reasons 
other than personal convenience 
remains unwilling to avail himself 
of the protection of that country, 
is entitled to UNHCR protection,, 
according to Mr. Riedmatten. 

He said that after providing the 
refugees with immediate basic 
assistance, like food and shelter, 
the UNHCR tries to help the 
refugees through securing new 
homelands for them or incorporat- 
ing them in the local society, said 
Mr. Riedmatten. 

As laid in the statutes of the 
office, the primary function of 
UNHCR is to extend internation- 
al protection to refugees. In exer- 
cise of this function, UNHCR 
seeks to ensure that the refugees 
and asylum-seekers are protected 
against forcible return, that they 
receive asylum and that they are 
treated according to interna- 
tionally recognised standards of 
treatment. 


Emirates Airlines to resume Amman flights 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Emirates 
Airlines is due to resume its 
flights to Amman on June 5, 1992 
after a break that lasted for more 
than a year, according to an 
announcement here Saturday. 

The announcement was made 
by Ahmad Jweiber, director 
general of the Civil Aviation Au- 
thority (CAA) who said that the 
Emirates Airlines will be making 
two weekly flights to Amman. 

Until the Golf crisis, the Emi- 
rates Airlines had maintained 
strong relations with Jordan, re- 
flecting those of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) which 'signed 
the Air Transport Agreement 
with Jordan in 1973, Mr. Jweiber 
noted. He said that the Emirates 
Airlines suspended its flights to 


Amman from various destina- 
tions, including those of the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates in January 
1991 because of the Gulf crisis. 

According to Mr. Jweiber, 
among Arab and foreign airlines 
that had suspended their flights to 
Jordan since the Gulf crisis, only 
KLM, Lufthansa and Swiss Air 
have not yet announced plans to 
resume them. He said that these 
airlines were currently conduct- 
ing studies on the prospect of 
resuming flights to Amman. 

Royal Jordanian (RJ), the 
national airline, this month re- 
sumed direct flights to Athens 
and announced plans to inaugu- 
rate a second German destination 
in addition to Frankfurt Officials 
said that as of June 3, RJ planes 


will fly to Berlin. 

The RJ ar nouncement said 
that Jakarta will be the fourth 
Far Eastern destination to be 
added to RJ’s route network on 
June 18. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Jweiber said 
that be would leave for Paris 
today at the head of a CAA 
delegation for talks with French 
aviation officials on topics related 
to promoting air transport opera- 
tions between Jordan and France. 
He said be will visit French air- 
port facilities, including those at 
Charles de Gaulle Airport. 

Mr. Jweiber is accompanied on 
the visit by the director of CAA’s 
Airports Engineering Depart- 
ment. 


Seville expo features Jordan’s heritage 


SEVILLE — Jordanian cultural 
heritage will be featured in week- 
long activities due to open Sun- 
day at the the Seville Universal 
Exposition which opened its 
doors last month and an official 
Jordanian delegation left Amman 
for Spain to attend the opening 
ceremonies. 

The Jordanians pavilion ex- 
hibits artefacts, pictures and 
archaeological pieces from most 
historical periods and cmlisations 
that have left their imprint m the 
country, tracing man's beginning 


and progress. 

According to the organising 
committee, the pavilion exhibits 
in particular artefacts from the 
Umayed period during which the 
Islamic rule in Spain came into 
being. 

The delegation comprises 
Minister of Tourism Yanal Hik- 
mat and Director of the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities Safwan A1 
Tall. Mr. Hikmat told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, before his 
departure that activities include 
informational and cultural per- 


formances and exhibits that re- 
flect Jordan’s past and present 
images. The pavilion has a wing 
displaying various items exca- 
vated . in Jordan, said the minis- 
ter. 

The organising committee 
said various aspects of the ancient 
Nabatean city of Petra, like the 
Siq and the Treasury. 

The six-month exposition dis- 
plays cultural items, artefacts and 
artistic materials from 110 coun- 
tries. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

if Exhibition of paintings by five Malaysian 
artists at the National Gaflexy of Fine Arts, 
Jahal Lanabdeh. 

☆ Plastic art exhibition by Mohammad Bofis and 
Maura AJ Tmrisiyya at the Orthodox Club. 

A- Exhibition of embroidery and hand-made 
items at the Philadeipliia Hotel lobby — ( 8 
a.m. - 11 pjo.). . 

A Exhibition of paintings by AH Tateb and Rafe’ 
Nasiri at Abdul Hatneed Shoman Foundation 
Gallery — (10 nun. - 5 p.m.). 


A Exhibiti on of paintings by Imp artist Abdul 
Jabbar Salman at Alb Art Gallery — opening 
ceremony at 6 pan. 

FILMS 

☆ Arabfc-snb-tided Chinese fihn entitled “Id the 
Wild Mountains” at the Scientific Cultural 
Centre of the Abdul Hameed Srnman Found- 
ation — 8 p.m. 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

if Dutch fflm entitled “EKne Vere” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre — 8 pan. 


Council of labour union 
federation to elect leaders 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Central 
Council of the Federation of 
Jordanian Labour Unions 
(FJLU) is holding a meeting next 
Saturday to elect a new lead- 
ership for the labour federation 
comprising 15 members, plus the 
chairman. 

A federation official said that 
the council will then elect the 
federation’s secretary-general. 
According to the officials, federa- 
tion elections are held in Jordan 
every two years and the total 
number of the Central Council 
members who convene to elect 
the leadership is 97, representing 
17 labour unions in the Kingdom. 

Meanwhile, everything was set 
Saturday for today’s elections by 


the Jordanian unions of land 
transport, mechanic workers and 
drivers in various govemorates. 

According to Mazen Maaitah, 
FJLU deputy secretary-general, a 
total of 307 candidates are com- 
peting for 77 seats in the federa- 
tion's General Assembly: 

He said that 69 candidates are 
running for the Amman area, 100 
for Irbid, 70 for Zarqa, 30 for 
Maan, 15 for Aqaba, 23 for 
Karak and nine for Mafraq. 

He also said that the total 
number of the federation’s 
General Assembly members is 
nearly 120.000, and it is the 
largest labour union in Jordan, 
accounting for half the total num- 
ber of all labour union members 


in the country. 

■"Minister of Labour Abdul 
Karim A! Kabariti said that in 
view of the large number of the 
candidates and voters, the super- 
vising committee has requested 
the Ministry of Interior to pro- 
vide security to ensure safe and 
free voting, success for The voting 
process and sound practice of 
democracy. 

Mr. Kabariti said that a joint 
supervisory committee for these 
elections comprises heads of va- 
rious labour unions as well as the 
Labour Ministry, noting that 
elections will be held in Amman, 
Zarqa, Irbid. Karak. Maan. 
Aqaba and Mafraq. 


research and cooperation with 
the concerned authorities. 1 

Dr. Afifi said that this sympo- 
sium was organised as part of the 
faculty's role in enhancing scien- 
tific research and preparing the| 
suitable atmosphere for resear-: 
chers to excel in their fields of 
knowledge. 

The faculty’s Scientific Re- 
search Committee member Bas- 
sam Omar also delivered an 
address which outlined the facul- 
ty’s role in supporting pharma- 
cists in Jordan, whether in terms, 
of turning out qualified em- 
ployees or through providing re- 
search on pharmaceutical indus- 
tries. 

At the end of the symposium, 
several specialists from the pri- 
vate and public sectors partici- 
pated in an open dialogue on the 
future of the pharmacy profession 
in Jordan. 


Shipping association to introduce amendments 
entitling Jordanians only to be owners 

AMMAN — The Jordan Ship- number of topics of concern to in Marakkesh. Morocco, 
ping Agents Association (JSAA) the association. Shipments addressed to cons 

has decided at its recent General Mr. Kawar noted in a state- nees in Iraq are permitted 
Assembly meeting to introduce ment on Jordan Television last enter Aqaba as long as they ; 
amendments to its statutes stipu- week that the easing of harass- accompanied by a certificate fri 
iating that Jordanians only are ment by allied navies of interna- the U.N. Sanctions Committee 
entitled to be owners or managers tional shipping operating in the line with Article 20 of Secui 
of shipping lines in the country. Gulf of Aqaba was bound to help Council Resolution 687 which i 


The assembly, which met on 
May 20 to take this as well as 
other decisions, said that mari- 
time shipping was important for 
the national economy and Jorda- 
nians must be at the helm of any 
shipping companies which are 
normally backed in their opera- 
tions by local banks, importers, 
exporters and the port of Aqaba. 

The General Assembly derided 
to re-elect the present seven- 
member board whose chairman is 
Tawfiq Kawar and discussed a 


number of topics of concern to 
the association. 

Mr. Kawar noted in a state- 
ment on Jordan Television last 
week that the easing of harass- 
ment by allied navies of interna- 
tional shipping operating in the 
Gulf of Aqaba was bound to help 
the return of most of the interna- 
tional shipping lines to the port 
city. 

The easing of harassment of 
Jordan-bound cargo was discus- 
sed by Mr. Kawar at a meeting 
earlier by the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICO. A 
May 4 meeting in Aqaba, involv- 
ing delegations representing the 
multinational maritime intercep- 
tion force, was positive in sorting 
out procedural issues related to 
maritime cargo bound for Jordan, 
Mr. Kawar told the ICC meeting 


in Marakkesh, Morocco. 

Shipments addressed to consig- 
nees in Iraq are permitted to 
enter Aqaba as long as they are 
accompanied by a certificate from 
the U.N. Sanctions Committee in 
line with Article 20 of Security 
Council Resolution 687 which ex- 
empts food and medicine from 
the embargo order on Iraq. 

Association sources said that at 
present. Aqaba port is served by 
20 out of 41 shipping lines that 
were operational before the Gulf 
crisis. According to the associa- 
tion. the more lines operating, 
the more the chance will be for 
Jordanian importers and expor- 
ters to benefit from shipping ser- 
vices as competition among the 
shipping agencies lends to reduce 
charges on shipping servies. 


Ministry receives good turnout of foreign 
workers applying for permits in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Foreign 
Workers Office in Amman and 
the other offices around the King- 
dom are witnessing a large turn- 
out of foreign workers who are 
calling at these offices to get work 
permits before the end of the 
Ministry of Labour’s June 6 dead- 
line set for them applying to 
obain such permits. 

Despite the long queues of 
foreign workers at these offices, 
the workers complete the re- 
quired forms in less than one day. 

Those calling at these offices to 
fill the required forms and obtain 
work permits commended the 
speed of work at these offices, 
despite their complaint about the 
long time they have to wait for 
their papers, which can take up to 
four hours. 

Director of the Amman office 
Air Bani Hani attributed this 
large turnout to the fact that 
foreign workers in Jordan used to 
work without the need to obtain 
permits. But, he added, following 


the ministry’s derision on the 
need for them to obtain work 
permits, they rushed to the fore- 
ign workers offices to avoid any 
legal actions against them. 

He said that the number of 
those calling at these offices has 
risen to 500 per cent in one week. 
In spite of that, he affirmed, all 
office-related procedures are 
finished within a day's work. 

In response to complaints that 
some foreign workers' applica- 
tion forms are delayed at the 
office, he said that the reason for 
this is that those workers do not 
enclose all the needed papers to 
the form. 

Mr. Bani Hani lauded the posi- 
tive response of Jordanian em- 
ployers and foreign workers to 
the ministry’s instructions which 
aim to organise the local labour 
market. 

Most of those calling at the 
foreign workers offices are those 
who work in non-competitive 


professions, he said. 

Ministry of Labour secretary- 
General Saleh Tarawneh said 
that this recent derision by the 
ministry aims to organise the 
labour market through defining 
die number of Jordanian job- 
seekers and foreign workers 
working in the industrial, agri- 
cultural and services sectors. 

In answering a question on the 
number of foreign workers in 
Jordan, Mr. Tarawneh said that 
no exact figures are available at 
the ministry because the bulk of 
foreign workers in Jordan are 
Egyptians and Syrians who are 
not required to get visas or resi- 
dence permits. 

The ministry sources said about 
10.000 foreign workers have so 
far applied for work permits. 
They expected that in the coming 
few days, as the deadline 
approaches, the number of fore- 
ign workers calling at the offices 
will increase significantly. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess distributes diplomas 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Taghreed Saturday attended the graduation 
ceremony of the first batch of secondary stage 
students at the Arab model schools. Princess 
Taghreed distributed diplomas to the graduating 
students. 

Yugoslav Embassy to close 
down 

AMMAN (R) — The Yugoslav Embassy in 
Jordan will dose down at the end of the month 
and Belgrade’s ambassador to neighbouring Syria 
will cover the Kingdom, a Yugoslav Embassy 
official said on Saturday. The embassy had 
written a letter to the Foreign Ministry three 
months ago saying the decision was taken be- 
cause of dire financial difficulties, the official 
said. The embassy's last working day will be May 

Festival to celebrate 
independence 

AMMAN (Petra) — In observance of the King- 
dom’s Independence Day, the Jordanian Writers 
Association and the Arab Youth Forum are 
organising Monday a national festival at the JWA 
premises. The celebration will indude addresses, 
poetry recitals, national songs and dances. 

Bulgarian delegation arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two-member Bulgarian 
parliamentary delegation arrived in Amman 
Saturday on a several-day visit to Jordan. The 
delegation will meet with members of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee at the Lower House of 
Parliament and several government officials for 
talks on ways of promoting parliamentary and 
economic cooperation between Jordan and Bul- 
garia. 

Jordanian-Libyan cooperation 
discussed : 

AMMAN (Petra) — Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Minister Izeddin A1 Kbatib A1 Tamimi discussed 
Monday with a delegation representing the Li- 
byan Awqaf General Committee ways of enhanc- 
ing Jordanian-Libyan cooperation in terms of 
awqaf legislations and exchanging expertise. The 
visiting Libyan delegation is beaded by Director 


Genera] of the committee Abdul Hameed 
Bee ran and includes as a member a representa- 
tive of the International Islamic Da'wa Society. 

Minister opens art exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information Minister 
Mahmoud A1 Sharif Saturday opened a general 
art exhibition organised by a team of artists from 
the ministry-affiliated art centre in Irbid. On 
display at the week-long exhibition are 2,000 
books, 50 different works of an ranging from oil 
paintings to water colours depicting the Jorda- 
nian environment as well as artificial flowers and 
other handicrafts. The exhibition is being held at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

UNRWA inaugurates unit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of the 
Palestinian Affairs Department at the Foreign 
Ministry Adel Irsbeid and Director of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
recently inaugurated the Women's Programme 
Centre and the Service Unit at Aqaba. The unit, 
the first of its kind in the southern region of 
Jordan, wilt provide basic services to the Palesti- 
nian refugees and organise income-genera ting 
training courses for the refugee community living 
there. A total of 15,000 Palestinian refugees are 
living in Aqaba. 

Organisation prepares relief 
for Somalia 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Hashemite Islamic 
Charitable Organisation Secretary-General 
Abdul Salam A1 Abbadi said the organisation has 
prepared an emergency relief programme for 
Somalia. In a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Mr. Abbadi said that the orga- 
nisation was prompted to launch this relief 
campaign by the spread of diseases and starvation 
among the Somali people, particularly women 
and children. ’ 

Coffee prices to be reduced 

AMMAN (Petra) — Supply Minister Moham- 
mad Saqqaf Tuesday decided to reduce prices of 
ground coffee by 120 fils per kilogramme. Under 
the decision, a kilogramme of roasted ground 
coffee wifi be sold for 1,880 fils, down from 2,000 
fils. A kilogramme of semi-roasted ground coffee 
will be sold for 1,880 fils, while a kilogramme of 
semi-black, ground coffee will be sold for 2,000 
fils. 
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Choking the cause 

ISRAEL, the PLO factions and Hamas are all re- 
sponsible for the continued killing of the so-called 
collaborators in the occupied Arab territories. Israel, 
the occupying power, carries the prime responsibility. 

It continues to deny Palestinians their national rights 
pushing more and more of them, especially the young, 
into despair. It uses whatever powers it has to coerce, 
force or seduce Palestinians to work against their own 
people, thus exposing them to reprisals from fellow 
Palestinians. Recruiting Palestinians and thus having 
other Palestinians murder them serves the Israeli 
occupiers very well. It slowly and gradually turns 
Palestinians against each other and divides their ranks 
in the face of occupation. 

Palestinians, especially the PLO, its factions and 
Hamas bear most of the blame however. For one thing, 
they should realise that no one collaborates against his 
own people unless the utmost of his weaknesses is 
exploited by the enemy. Second, they should establish 
that no matter what evidence they have against a 
fellow Pales tinian they must not pass a sentence on him 
except through a court of law. Such court would of 
course be very difficult to form under occupation. But 
the Unified Command of the Intifada should think of 
alternatives to such a court. Third, Palestinians should 
not murder fellow Palestinians because they think 
differently, deal with the Israelis or belong to another 
faction. And last, but^certalniy not least, Palestinians 
fighting for their Mom arift-heeding to win aD Jhe' 
support their cause deserves should shun capital 
punishment no matter what , warrants it. 

It is not enough for Palestinian leaders both in and 
outside Palestine to condemn the fratricide of their 
own people from time to time. A persistent effort on 
behalf of the different levels of Palestinian leadership 
coupled with a media campaign should be launched 
and continued until such frantic attitude is completely 
erased from the minds and the hearts of the people. As 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat and chief Palestinian 
negotiator Haidar Abdul Shafi stressed this week this 
continued internecine violence will in no way benefit 
the Palestinian cause and will only contribute to 
damaging the gains of Palestinian struggle and the 
intifada. It should be enough at this stage to identify 
suspected collaborators and isolate them thus obviat- 
ing the need for the unnecessary loss of life and 
terrorising of the Palestinian population. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE RECENT acts of aggression committed by Israel against rhe 
southern regions of Lebanon and those in the Gaza Strip 
represent state-backed organised terrorism which has been 
escalating day by day, said AJ Ra’i Arabic daily. The aggression is 
being waged at a time when the peace process is being continued 
in various parts of the world and in total disregard of the world 
community which expects a relaxation of tension instead of more 
violences in the region, the paper said. The passive stand adopted 
by Washington and the West in general vis-a-vis Israel's acts of 
terrorism and aggression inside and outside the occupied territor- 
ies is no less dangerous than the Israeli atrocities themselves, the 
paper said. It said that condoning such actions and violations of 
international law is a clear sign of encouragement of the 
aggressors to pursue rheirevil practices. Fighting terrorism should 
not be selective and the West is required to adopt a firm stand 
with regard to the Israeli atrocities against the Palestinians and 
against Israel's continued occupation of Arab land, the paper 
demanded. It said that the time has come to combat terrorism in 
all its forms, with courage and with total neutrality, noting that 
aggression on the civilian population of southern Lebanon is 
considered an act of terrorism by any standard and continued 
occupation of Palestinian land is considered as a continued 
aggression that must be stopped by all means. 

A COLUMNIST in A! Dust our expects continued pressure on 
Syria from the United States and Israel to clear the southern 
regions of Lebanon of Hizbollah fighters and to prevent Leba- 
non's resistance forces from launching attacks on Israeli troops 
occupying southern Lebanon. Munes A! Razzaz said that Syria is 
being openly threatened by Moshe Arens, the Israeli defence 
minister who accused the Syrians of backing the strike groups in 
South Lebanon. At the same time, the U.S. administration is 
threatening to take action again against Sudan, placing the 
country on the same level with Libya, on a list of undesired 
regimes, the writer said. He said that the Israelis would not have 
dared threaten Syria openly had Iraq’s power remained intact, 
and the U.S. could not have made threatening moves against 
Sudan had the Arab countries been united in their confrontation 
of the common enemy. It seems thar both the Americans and the 
Israelis are bent on dealing with the Arab World one by one until 
all Arab states have succumbed to the desires of the White House, 
like other countries of the Third World, said the writer. He said 
that the coming days will witness further threats coming out of 
Israel against Syria. 


By Dr. Fahed A1 Fanek 

a social market economy 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Towards 

Should the Jordanian economy be run on the basis of free 
interaction of supply and demand forces in the market place or on 
the basis of the central command of the government in order to 
accomplish predetermined targets? Should the economy be 
growth-oriented, aiming at a higher volume of gross domestic 
product, or justice-oriented and managed in a way to maximise 
equity in thf distribution of income? 

Only on paper and for purely scientific analysis do these strict 
options exist in this contradictory fashion. They do not exist in 
reality in any country in the world. The variation between one 
country and another lies in the extent to which one factor is given 
more priority over another. 

America, for instance, is one of the most prominent countries 
that gave utmost priority to market forces over all economic 
activity. However, this position by no means precluded the 
American government from intervention in the economic life. 
Not in fixing of prices, dictating quantities of commodities 
produced or consumed licensing what can be imported or 
exported, determining interest rates, salaries and wages, rents or 
ratios of profits that can be declared as dividends, but through 


positive, and. negative, incentives such as taxes and indirectly 
influencing the scale of interest rates, pumping or sucking 
liquidity through open market operations, increasing or decreas- 
ing the volume of public expenditure and financial deficit but, 
over the above,’ enacting and enforcing laws that prevent 
monopoly or malpractices and regulate economic activities. 

In Sweden, for example, we find a social economy directed 
basically towards the benefit of the masses, especially middle 
class, through expanding social security programmes, insurance 
against unemployment and old age, free medical and educational 
services, etc. The average citizen in Sweden pays around 60 per 
cent of his or her income to the government to be spent publicly in 
the form of services and assurances for all. However, the social 
economy practised in Sweden does not exclude Sweden from the 
family of capitalist countries with a sort of market economy. The 
markets operate regularly, giving the necessary signals needed to 
direct the government and businessmen alike to the areas and 
activities that serve the best interests of the people. 

The American market economy succeeded in achieving 'its 


objectives. It became, by far. largest economy in the world 
producing around bne'quarter of the global economic output. The 
Swedish economy remained small and rather slow, but it achieved 
a higher degree of social security and internal stability. Sweden 
did not experience the ugly social disturbances that are familiar in 
America, as happened recently in Los Angeles.and as may recur 
elsewhere in American cities due to the relative deprivation of 
large groups in the American society. 

In Jordan, we recently started to discover the virtures of market 
economics which spurs success and growth, but does not 
guarantee social peace unless we maintain a measure of attention 
'to social considerations. 

The Jordanian economy can be doomed and bankrupted if 
managed solely on social baas; the population may become equal 
but in poverty. However, it may become a jungle if we neglect the 
social aspects in running the economy. 

Hence comes the meaningful slogan: “Towards a social market 
economy” which should be the main feature of our developing 
economy: to achieve growth without sacrificing justice. 





What does he know and when will he know it? 


By Stephen Sestanovkh 

WASHINGTON — Mikhail 
Gorbachev, it used to be said, 
plays a weak hand brilliantly, and 
this talent was never more in 
evidence than during his just con- 
cluded two-week tour of the Un- 
ited States. Mr. Gorbachev is out 
of office, on a meager pension 
and is bounded back home by 
charges about his role in this or 
that abuse of power. Yet he got 
Americans to treat him like a 
head of state, promise him mil- 
lions, and confine the conversa- 
tion to such tame questions as 
who started the cold war (no one 
was going to blame him after all), 
bow to reorganise the United 
Nations, and bow to deal with 
global environmental pollution. 
The man at the centre of the most 
important potitical revolution of 
our time came and went without 
providing a single new revelation, 
not one sharp insight or telling 
detail, about what happened. 

For Russians, this result will 
come as no surprise. Radio Mos- 
cow recently expressed doubt 
that Mr. Gorbachev had anything 
“new, practical, interesting or un- 
expected” to say to foreign listen- 
ers. His ability to grow rich while 
saying nothing wfll be especially 
galling to those former Soviet 
officials, high and low, who — 
whether as consultants to West- 
ern corporations' or as partici- 
pants in oral history projects r— 
are trying to sell what little they 
know about the system for a few 
measly dollars. Even Pravda, 
now the voice of reaction, grum- 
bled that when he gets home Mr. 
Gorbachev ought to tell his own 
people the truth about such epi- 
sodes as the crackdown in the 



MDchafl Gorbachev 


Baltic states in January 1991. 

A thin account 

Mr. Gorbachev sometimes 
avoids pointed questions by 
saying that he has to save his best 
material for his memoirs, now 
nearly finished. He said the same 
thing last fall while preparing his 
book, “The August Coup,” and it 
is worth remembering bow thin 
and insubstantial a recounting 
that turned ont to be. American 
publishers seem to remember; 
they have reportedly balked at 
the sums Mr. Gorbachev is 
asking, realising that for all that 
he has said and written in the past 
(“master of the 40-minute sound 
bite,” someone once said), be has 
left us with a long list of questions 
about perestroika and only the 
most fragmentary answers. 

A publisher who wants the real 
story of how reform became a 
revolution probably needs to be- 


gin with just such a list of ques- 
tions, pressing the last leader of 
Soviet Communism to do what he 
has never done: detail his rela- 
tionship with party conservatives, 
bow he manoeuvred around them 
when he could, mollified them 
when be had to and joined them 
when it served his interest. 

The question that led Pravda’ s 
list would be as good a place as 
any to start. How did last year’s 
crackdown in the Baltic states 
come about? It is possible that 
Mr. Gorbachev simply wanted to 
restrain the Lith uani an and Lat- 
vian separatist movements a lit- 
tle, had no idea that local com- 
manders would conduct the op- 
eration in such a brutal manner 
and pulled back when he saw 
bloodshed. Posable. Yet some 
hardline supporters of the crack- 
down subsequently asserted that 
Mr. Gorbachev had actually 
promised them he would suspend 
the Baltic parliaments and im- 
pose “presidential rale." 

What did he tell them — and 
what did he plan to do next? 
Russian democrats insist that the 
crackdown was meant to be the 
first step towards closing down 
their own newly elected govern- 
ments as well. This is hardly wild 
speculation; once the Baltic 
offensive foiled, Mr. Gorbachev 
started up a campaign to impeach 
Boris Yeltsin as chairman of the 
Russian parliament. 

Here again, it is conceivable 
that the drive against Mr. Yeltsin 
was authored by hardliners in the 
Russian Communist Party. Yet 
one former member of the party’s 
politburo recently denied this, 
saying Mr. Gorbachev himself 
kept badgering them to seek Mr. 
Yeltsin's impeachment. Had this 


effort succeeded, the effect on 
future events would have been 
incalculable. Hie conservative 
old guard might not have had to 
launch a coup against Mr. Gor- 
bachev in August. He would 
already have become their pris- 
oner. 

To pud) Mr. Gorbachev to be 
candid is' not, of course to focus 
exclusively, on the shameful epi- 
sodes of perestroika. We also 
know too little about his finer 
moments, like the East European 
revolutions of late 1989, which 
earlier Soviet leaders would 
obviously have tried to crush. Was 
there a debate within the lead- 
ership about how to deal with the 
sudden collapse of their 
“fraternal” allies, or not? The 
usual Kxein lino logical tea-leaf 
reading suggests that there 
wasn’t, and Yegor Ligacfaev, at 
tiie time the leading conservative 
critic of perestroika, has said 
there was no interventionist fac- 
tion pushing Mr. Gorbachev to 
do the wrong thing. 

Is Mr. Ugachev telling' the 
truth? And, if be is, what explains 
the hardliners' moderation? 
Were they restrained because 
they could not stomach a blood 
bath, or because Mr. Gorbachev, 
who had by 1989 abolished regu- 
lar politburo meetings, managed 
to keep the issue from being 
discussed? Or was it that he 
managed to reassure those who 
were unhappy with where things 
were heading — perhaps promis- 
ing the military that he would 
never pull Soviet forces out of 
Germany? Answers to the ques- 
tions can help ns understand what 
we now only guess au the finality 
with wfaiefa the Soviet establish- 
ment accepted the loss of empire. 


The collapse of Soviet control 
in Eastern Europe was followed 
almost immediately by a collapse 
on the home front. In February 
1990 the leadership of the Com- 
munist Party agreed, at Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s suggestion, to surrender 
its constitutional guarantee of a 
monopoly on political power. 
Conservatives first made a fu- 
rious show of opposing this idea 
at a special Central Committee 
meeting. Then, with only a hand- 
ful of “no's” and abstentions, 
they meekly voted to accept a 
multi-party system. 

How did Mr. Gorbachev pull 
this off? Can such an astounding 
result really be explained by the 
party tradition of deferring to the 
leader — that is, by Stalinist 
means in the service of anti- 
Stalinist ends? Or did Mr. Gor- 
bachev persuade conservatives to 
go along with his plan by promis- 
ing them that he would not imple- 
ment the new law? (And in net, 
he did not). 

Neutralising potential opposi- 
tion from the military was as 
important as any other part of 
Mr, Gorbachev’s effort to move 
conservatives to accept reform. 
IBs “new thinking” was an 
attempt to demilitarise Soviet 
foreign policy, and both the poli- 
tical and economic r e for ms he 
embraced were dearly intended 
to undermine the power of the 
entire military-industrial com- 
plex. But results were another 
matter. In the late summer of 
1990, when be seemed on the 
verge of accepting the controver- 
sial “500 days” economic reform 
plan, the loudest objections were 
from the defence industry. When 
he- left office at the end of 1991 
the debilitating drain of resources 


into military spending had barely 
been slowed. 

The failure to make a sustained 
and effective attack on military 
spending is especially puzzling, 
because few things that Mr. Got-* 
bachev could have done would* 
have so greatly improved his- 
chances of success. What hap-' 
pened? Did he fail to understand 
how important the problem was,* 
understand but not know what to- 
do, fight but fail to get his way, or* 
choose not to fight at all, because- 
the generals — and the “gener-- 
als” of industry — were just toc£ 
powerful to take on? An honest 
account of this matter would not 
only explain the balance of poli- 
tical power in the system aver ; 
which Mr. Gorbachev presided. : 
It would tell us much about in- 
stitutions that are still part of the" 
system over which Mr. Yeltsin; 
presides. 

What would move Mr. Gor- 
bachev to tell the story of penes-' 
troika as only he knows it? For; 
the kind of book described here, 
publishers would surely be willing' 
to pay far more than they would 
for bombast and evasions, which 
they may expect of him. Yet in 
tiie end, money may not be' 
enough of a lever. (His recent 
fund-raising success has seen to 
that). Before he writes memoirs 
worthy of his amazing career, Mr. 
Gorbachev will have to make a.' 
larger choice^ He has to abandon 
hope of a political comeback and 
rest bis claim to greatness oh 
what he has already accom- 
plished. The final chapter of the 
book he is writing suggests that 
he has chosen differently. Its title 
(which he divulges with a grain): 
“Everything Is Still Ahead” — 
The New York Times. 









Curtailing 

irrigated 

agriculture 

By AJi Z. Ghezawi 


Recently, as a result of the severe 
water sbonages in this region, 
many water experts and planners 
have started to promote the idea 
of curtailing irrigated agriculture. 

By doing this, they believe that 
the amount saved will compen- 
sate and alleviate the water shor- 
tages. Two factors exert pressure 
on water demand, namely 
population growth and economic 
development. 

Between 1948-1991 Jordan 
absorbed three waves of refugees 
who increased the demand on the 
country is limited resources in- 
cluding water. The Kingdom 
adopted several development 
plans in order to utilise its limited 
resources efficient and meet its 
people’s needs. So far, these 
plans achieved a remarkable 
progress, but regional crisis im- 
posed constraints and limitations. 

In Jordan, like in many de- 
veloping countries, the agricultu- 
ral sector constitutes a vital 
source of income and employ- 
ment. Jordan’s dimate is arid and 
semi-arid and only 8 per cent of 
the Kingdom can be considered 
potential agricultural land. Furth- 
ermore, approximately 7 per cent 
of the cultivated land is irrigated, 
produdng about the same quanti- 
ty of the total cultivated land. 

Certain vital crops in dimates 
such as the one prevailing in 
Jordan cannot be sustained with- 
out irrigation water. For compari- 
son purposes, Jordan, Syria, the 
occupied territories and Israel, 
with almost the same climatic 
conditions have an agricultural 
sector water consumption esti- 
mated at 70 per cent and 90 per 
cent 75 per cent and 70 per cent 
respectively. This indicates that 


the Kingdom’s irrigation is within 
the region average. 

Jordan imports more than 60 
per cent of the food it consumes 
and this figures is expected to 
increase as a result of the natural 
population growth, in addition to 
the unexpected 300,000 people 
who have been forced to leave 
the Gulf states. The food imports 
in 1990 amounted to JD 405 
million or 23.4 per cent of the 
country's total . imports. This fi- 
gure equals to 11.5 per cent of 
Jordan's GDP. 

Furthermore, the Kingdom’s 
irrigated crops are generally not 
big water consumers. Jordanian 
farmers being aware of the water 
shortage, due mainly to the fluc- 
tuation of rain, and because of 
financial constraints, started to 
adopt new irrigation techniques, 
such as drip and sprinklers, and 
abandoning the surface irriga- 
tion. Fanners who adopted this 
techniques already witnessed a 
significant increase in their farm 
yield. 

To conclude, from the econo- 
mic and social points of view, 
Jordan cannot curtail its irrigated 
agriculture. The cost the King- 
dom would bear by reducing the 
irrigated agriculture by even a 
small percentage would be high, 
economically and socially, bear- 
ing in mind the present economic 
situation, the imported food bill, 
unemployment, people is diet 
and changes in the population’s 
standard of living. 

Jordan's right to share the Jor- 
dan River waters and the building 
of the dams with neighbouring 
countries should be emphasised 
as major steps to solve die water 
shortages. 


Bush and Clinton K 

lack strategy against Perot ^ 


WASHINGTON — Billionaire 
businessman Ross Perot has 
scrambled presidential politics so 
thoroughly that this year’s cam- 
paign could be the wildest the 
United States has seen in a long 
time, analysts said. 

A national poll released last 
weekend, showed Mr. Perot, a 
likely independent presidential 
candidate, leading both Republi- 
can President George Bush and 
Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton, 
the expected Democratic 
nominee for the November elec- 
tion. 

The Time magazine -Cable 
News Network poll of 917 reg- 
istered voters found that 33 per 
cent backed Mr. Perot, 28 per 
cent supported Mr. Bush and 24 
per cent favoured Mr. Clinton. 

It marked the first time in 
memory that an independent has 
run first in a nationwide presiden- 
tial preference poll. 

Mr. Perot, a 61 -year-old com- 
puter industry tycoon known as a 
man of action, has ridden a surge 
of voter discontent with familiar 
candidates. The Tun e-CNN poll 
rated him the best hope for re- 
forming government, reducing 
federal deficits and improving the 
economy. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


As Republican Party Chairman 
Rich Bond said last week, Mr. 
Perot has transformed the 1992 
campaign into “probably the 
weirdest presidential campaign 
that we have seen in a long time.” 

“All bets should be off for die 
general election,” said Democra- 
tic strategist Tad Devine in an 
analysis in the polling report 
newsletter. 

Part of the Perot threat comes 
from the way the U.S. constitu- 
tion is set up. 

Presidents are not elected by 
popular vote, but by the electoral 
college. Each state has a number 
of votes in the electoral college 


By Irwin Arieff 
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equal to its number of .senators 
and representatives in Congress. 

The presidential candidate who 
gains a majority of votes in a state 
takes all its electoral votes. The 
system makes larger states — 
such as Mr. Bush and Mr. Perot's 
Texas, New York, California and 
Florida — keys to winning the 
election. 


Analysts have speculated that 
Mr. Perot, who has said he could 
spend up to $100 million of his 
own money on the presidency, 
could take enough states to deny 
Mr. Clinton Or Mr. Bush a major- 
ity of the electoral votes. 


The election then would have 
to be decided by the House of 
Representatives — something 
that has not happened since 1824, 
Neither. Mr. Bosh nor Mr. 
Clinton has come out publicly 
with a strategy for dealing with 
Mr. Perot beyond praying be will 


soon go away. Mr. Bush says he 
does not even want to talk about 
Mr. Perot until die general elec- 
tion campaign- begins this au- 
tumn. 

“If Ross Perot decides to run, 
then Ross Perot will have to do 
what everybody else does; Get 
the issues out there (and) talk 
about it,” Mr. Bush told the 
Dallas Morning News over the 
weekend in a rare comment on 
bis fellow Texan. 

Mr. Clinton does reluctantly, 
discuss Perot from time to time, 
but only to predict that his star 
wfll fads. 

“People just hate politics right 
now. The less Perot does, the 
higher be goes in the polls,” Mr. 
Clinton said in Little Rock at the 
weekend. 

Mr. Bush and Mr. Clinton are 
encouraging the media to go for 
Mr. Perot’s jugular in hopes of 
softening him up before they 


have to enter the ring with him. 

Both want the media to lay out 
his past, pin down bis positions 
on the key issues and expose his 
flaws — goals they are reluctant 
to pursue to avoid appearing on 
the defensive. 


'■*<*** 


Mr. Bond, the 
chairman, said that 
Perot was running a 
Bosh in polls in the < 
of California and Tex 
ident was leading in 
h°nally Democratic 
Mr. Perot apparenth 
votes away from h' 


? rr 1 ^ 


^ *** now winning states 
that Republicans normally don’t 
wn. inducing Iowa, Hawaii, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin, Mr. Bonn said. 

Opportunities blossom like 
spnng-tune flowers because of a 
three-way race.” Mr. Bond con- 
cluded. 
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Environment strategy unveiled 
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(CoB t fam ed from page 1) 

USAID, according to ministry 
officials, contributed $400,000 to 
die project. 

Dr. Tubeishat said the docu-. 
ment was prepared throng a 
steering committee and 10 other 
branch committees specialising in 
underground and surface water, 
agriculture and land, sea wealth, 
human habitat, the atmosphere 
and quality of the air, minerals 
and energy, archaeological sites 
and culture, laws and regulations, 
and information and public 
awareness. 

■ As soon as the document has 
been ratified by a Royal decree, 
he said, the ministry intends to 
embark on procedures for its 
hnplementationi The USAID has 
provided a specialist to help the 
ministry carry out the project 
working in coordination with the 
Jordanian committees. 

1 Addressing Saturday's confer- 
ence, was also Ahmad Obeidat, 
president of the Jordan Society 
for the Control of Environmental 
Pollution (JSCEP). With the in- 


troduction of the national 
strategy Jordan will be embarking 
on organised work at all levels to 
provide protection for the en- 
vironment, he said. 

The idea of protecting the en- 
vironment is gaining public sup- 
port, especially as it was sup- 
ported by the government work- 
ing under Royal directives, Mr. 
Obeidat noted. 

The announcement of the 
national strategy, he added, re- 
flects the Kingdom’s respect of 
humans and human dignity and 
its determination to provide mea- 
sures enabling the country to 
■ confront environmental chal- 
lenges now and in the future. 

Present at the ceremony were 
die speakers of both houses of 
Parliament, the chief of the Royal 
Court and several Parliament 
members and heads of diplomatic 
missions in JordaD. 

During the ceremony those 
who were involved in drawing op 
die national strategy on the en- 
vironment were presented with 
awards in recognition of their 
efforts. 


Artillery duels continue in S. Lebanon 


(Coafmaed from page 1) 

it has 40,000 troops, to contain 
the guerrillas under its influence. 
If Syria did not neutralise them, 
Mr. Levy said, then Syria itself 
was liable to get hurt. 

Syria controls the Bekaa Valley 
and has checkpoints on most 
roads in central Lebanon leading 
to Hizbollah’s southern bases 
near die lSHrilometre-deep bor- 


der strip held by Israel and the 
SLA. 

Sheikh Naim SCassem, Hizbol- 
lab's deputy secretary-general, 
said late on Friday that the group 
would pursue an open war with 
the Jewish state regardless of 
threats and sacrifices. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens has vowed Israel 
would strike without limit against 
FEzbollah, including its leaders. 


Kurdish elections go to run-off 


(Continued from page 1) 

have followed dan ties and have 
had no experience of democracy. 

The two leaders announced 
late Thursday at the end of a 
Kurdistan Front meeting that 
they would work for unity. 

“Our appearance here together 
shows that we are prepared to 
override our interests for the sake 
of the Kuridsh people,” said Mr. 
Barzani al a joint news confer- 
ence with Mr. TalabanL 
The newspaper of the Iraqi 


defence Ministry called Saturday 
for tiie execution of the two 
Kurdish leaders. 

Al Qadissiyah described Mr. 
Barzani and Mr. Talabani as 
“spies who are implementing an 
American scheme to turn Iraq 
into an entity similar to Yugosla- 
via, vulnerable to division and 
fragmentation.” 

“We demand the beads of 
those spies through a sentence to 
be issued in the name of the 
people, martyrs and aggrieved 
families,” it said in an editorial. 


Suchinda said seeking exile 


(Controlled from page 1) 

pakdi -r- Mr. Sucjrinda’s brother- 
in-law: ■ 

The Confederation for Demo- 
cracy is also demanding the res- 
ignation of Supreme Commander 
Air Chief Marshall Kaset Ro- 
jananil and Gen. Issarapong 
Noonpakdi. It says they are 
equally guilty for die massacre. 

An official of one of the parties 
in the pro-military coalition said 
Mr. Suchinda told party leaders 
of Friday he was resigning and 
save them a free hand to pick a 
new prime minister. 

Sources said the army, keen to 


prevent further damage to its 
reputation, was adamant Mr. 
Suchiflda_quiL before- the session, 
starts on ■ Monday 1 ■ r. -• • ~ ’ 

Mr. Surin told Reuters on: 
Saturday Mr. Suchinda had con- 
tacted Sweden to ask for asylum. 

Bertil Roth, charge d'affaires 
at the Swedish embassy in Bang- 
kok, said be knew nothing about 
any plans Mr. Suchinda might 
have. He said there had been no 
approach to the embassy. 

Many other rumours flew 
arouand the city on Saturday, 
with France and Taiwan also 
mentioned as possible destina- 
tions. 
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Mongolians make first Ha| in 66 years 


ULAN BATOR (R) — A group of 17 Mongolian Muslims will leave the 
capital on Sunday for the country’s officially- approved pilgrimage to 

Mecca in 66 years. The pilgrims include 16 mullahs, all aged between 66 
and 86 years old. They are all members of Mongolia's Kazakh ethnic 
minority . Kazakhs, virtually all of whom are Muslim, number about 
130,000 people, or about six per cent of Mongolia's population. Most Bve 
in the westernmost province Bayan Olgiy. Tibetan-stjrtc B ud d his m is the 
predominant religion in Mongolia. Religion was suppressed in Mongolia 
during almost seven decades of communist role unto the Communist Party 
renounced its sole monopoly on power in 1990. The harshest purges of 
Islam came in 1938 under dictator Horiogiin Choibaban. “AD our 
mosques were destroyed,” said group leader Kadar Sairaan. He said 3,500 
mullahs were killed and holy books burnt. The mullahs making the 
pilgrimage were among the few to survive Choibalsan’s. persecution, be 

said. Islair ; ■*-= “ * — ~ -i~~— — 

important 
the Saudi 



Film festival introduces Jordanian public to ‘the rich European culture’ 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — As part of the 
fourth European Festival of 
Films, the Greek film ‘To Rem- 
betiko” was shown at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (RCC) Wednes- 
day. It depicts a Greek atmos- 
phere that could not have been 
introduced to the Jordanian pub- 
lic except through such a movie, 
and this is exactly the purpose of 
such festivals, according to C.D. 
Falkowski, the head of the de- 
legation organising the festival. 

“The exposure of the rich 
European cultural texture, 
through the films presented in the 
festival to the Jordanian audi- 


ence, contributes to foster the 
understanding of people," Mr. 
Falkowski wrote in the introduc- 
tion of the film festival program- 
me. 

“Relationships between 
Europe and the Arab World 
should grow in a climate of toler- 
ance and support, not only in the 
economical and political sphere 
but also in the area of human 
dimension. And there is no better 
way to understand the human 
aspect than through cultural con- 
tacts which can bring people 
together and can deepen the 
appreciation of each other’s so- 
cial reality, beliefs and ideals,” he 
said. 

The films selected for this 


year's festival included top films 
from eight of the European Com- 
munity Member states, namely, 
the United Kingdom. Belgium, 
Germany, Greece. Spain. 
France, Italy, and the Nether- 
lands. 

The Greek film ‘To Rembeti- 
ko” tells rhe story of a young 
woman born to a Greek immig- 
rant family. The woman, named 
Marika, is forced to lead a harsh 
life. She escapes her father’s 
domination as a child only to run 
into more distress in her life. 
From beginning until the end 
Marika’s life is filled with sorrow 
and hardships. The film shows 
that although she understood 


how it feels to be dominated and 
neglected as a child, she did not 
learn from those mistakes. In- 
stead, she treats her daughter, in 
exactly the same way her father 
treated her. 

In the move, Marika witnesses 
the murder of her mother by her 
father. After that incident, she 
escapes the grips of her father's 
lifestyle and marries a man who 
soon abandons her. Marika then 
decides to become a singer and 
joins a group of folk singers 
known as the Rembetiko. 

The music by the Rembetiko, 
making up most of the movie, is a 
type of Greek music played on 
the bouzouki (a string instru- 


ment) accompanied by words tell- 
ing a story, often sad. 

Marika does not find it difficult 
to sing for this group as her life is 
a continuous sad story that she is 
putting in music. 

During her singing career 
Marika takes on a lover who is 
not faithful to her. She eventually 
dies an obscure death during one 
of the carnival nights. 

The film depicts the life style of 
the folk singers in Greece and the 
restoration and rediscovery of 
this Itind of music in the fifties. 

The festival comes in a land- 
mark year for the European 
Community. During this year. 
1992, the single European market 


will be completed and come into 
effect starting with January. 1. 
1993. 

The festival, according to Mr. 
Falkowski, goes to support the 
fact that the creation of the single 
European market, which will 
allow a free flow of goods, capit- 
al, people and services within 
Europe, has not been achieved at 
the cost of the cultural variety 
and vitality of the different Euro- 
pean cultures and traditions, and 
the historic experiences and so- 
cial perspectives that lead to the 
unique cultural fabric of today’s 
12 community member stares, but 
will rather strengthen it and in- 
tensify cultural exchanges within 
Europe. 


Digital technology will blur TVs, computers, communications 


NEW YORK — It’s been dubbed 
the digital revolution, and it 
could transform the way people 
get news, communicate, shop, 
learn and entertain themselves. 

It also could give American 
companies a second shot at the 
consumer electronics market. 

The catalyst for this revolution 
is the coming merger of today's 
computer, communications, 
media and home electronics in- 
dustries. 

Under plans being developed 
by companies such as IBM, Tune 
Warner. Apple Computer and 
Microsoft, consumers would car- 
ry pocket-sized devices to send 
and receive messages, read news 
reports, take notes or look up a 
fact or phone number. 

People no longer would miss an 
urgent message, a brithday or the 
answer to a trivia question — all 
the dates and facts and com- 
munications would be at their 
fingertips. 

These “information ap- 

E fiances.” expected to cost a few 
undred dollars, would be smart 
enough to sort out important 
messages from junk mail and to 


file a friends new address in (he 
correct spot. 

“You will be able to get what- 
ever information you need when 
yqu need it wherever you are.” 
said Lucie J. Fjeldstad. and IBM 
vice president overseeing the 
computer maker's entry into the 
field. 

Under another scheme. TV 
sets would tap into computerised 
libraries of books, magazines and 
newspapers. Using a remote con- 
trol. consumers also could use 
their set to order a pizza or place 
a picture-phone call. 

in addition, the TV would pro- 
vide “video on demand.” or the 
ability to order almost any movie 
any time of day. Some movies 
even would allow the viewer to 
select a different ending. 

Home-shopping channels 
would be turned into “virtual 
department stores.” in which 
viewers “walk” down the aisles 
and order goods. Education prog- 
rammes would ask viewers ques- 
tions and grade them at the end. 
Sports programmes would allow 
fans to select a close-up shot or a 
wide angle view of the game. 

What will bring about inis mer- 


ger of computers, 
communications is the move to 
digital technology, or the lan- 
guage used by computers. 

Unlike today's analog devices, 
digital promises distortion-free 
portable phones and TV pictures 
as clear as photographs. Digital 
books, movies and other enter- 
tainment and information can be 
stored on central computers and 
sent on demand to consumers, 
over the air or via phone and 
cahle-TV lines. 

About now. sceptical readers 
are starting to groan. Sure, they 
say. this sci-fi future will come 
from the same folks who prom- 
ised picture phones at the 1964 
world s fair. 

Bui wait, in just the past few 
weeks, news reports have shown 
a flurry of activity to bring this 
new world about: 


— Time Warner Inc., the 
magazine, movie and IV giant, is 
negotiating with the world's 
largest computer company. Inter- 
national Business Machines 
Corp.. to develop an interactive. 
TV-based entertainment, educa- 
tion and communication system. 


By Bart Ziegler 

The Associated Press 

media and industry sources told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

— Other sources said Apple 
Computer Inc. is expected to 
demonstrate its first “personal 
digital assistant.” an advanced, 
pocket-sized information organis- 
er, at the end of May. Mean- 
while. Apple announced it was 
working with publisher Random 
House to develop “electronic 
books” to read on Apple's port- 
able computers. 

— The nation’s major cellular 
telephone companies agreed to 
revamp their systems so they can 
send computer data, such as from 
pocket communicators, as easily 
as phone calls. 

— American Telephone and 
Telegraph Co. said it was de- 
veloping technology to allow 
cable TV operators to supply 
“movies .on demand.” 
“Companies are leaping into 
this," said Denise Caruso, editor 
of Digital Media, a newsletter 
that follows the emerging digital 
world. "It's really over- 


whelming.” 

Adoed Apple Chairman John 
Sculley: “It's going to be really, 
really big: it's going to be bigger 
than personal computers.” 
Already there are early signs of 
the revolution: A Hewlett-Pack- 
ard Co. calculator-sized device 
that is as powerful as an early 
IBM PC: the wizard pocket-sized 
electronic organiser from Sharp' 
Electronics Corp.; “multimedia” 


PCS that mix text, sound and 
images, and compact -disc devices 
that provide the same effects on 
TVs; and experimental two-way- 
cable TV systems. 

Meanwhile, a company called 
TV Answer is developing an in- 
teractive TV system that would 
allow customers to pay bills and 
order products. Another small 
company. USA Video, is testing 
a system that can send a movie 
from a “video library” to a cus- 
tomer's TV' over ph'oue lines. 

But these early efforts will 
seem primitive compared to the 
devices and networks planned in 
the next few years. 

“The product we really want 
exists only in the imagination,” 
said Richard Shaffer, publisher of 
the Trade Journal Com- 
puterlener. 

There are a number of hurdles 
before the revolution arrives, ex- 
perts said. 

A key event is the coming 
development of high-definition 
TV, which promises sharper pic- 
tures and dearer sound than to- 
day's sets. The Federal Com- 
munications Commission is test- 
ing several systems to select a 
national HDTV standard. All but 
one of the proposals is based on 
digital technology, which (he 
agency has said it favours. 

That's in sharp contrast to 
Japan, which is going with an 
outdated analog HDTV system. 

Going digital should benefit 


American makers of computer 
chips that will power the HDTV sets 
and broadcasting equipment. 
U.S. chipmaken. lead in a key 
technology needed to “squeeze" 
digital TV signals to fit into to- 
day's analog broadcasting fre- 
quencies. and to store shows and 
movies on computers. 

But others say the merger of 
computers and consumer electro- 
nics could have the opposite 
effect — Asian companies could 
dominate the manufacturing of 
these. Hybrid products, as they do 
today in making stereos, TVs and 
VCRs. That could damage the 
U.S. computer industry if the 
new products supplant traditional 
PCs. 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508' 

ARAMEX— 


-M' -i" . 



Electronic traffic guide... if this has become a 
reality, computer experts and officials assure ns 
that ‘smart’ appliances will soon put the world Of 


dreams and of information at the tip of our fingers, 
changing the way we communicate, learn, shop, 
entertain ourselves. 


* 
* 


UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN NOOR AL HUSSEIN 

THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY/NOOR AL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

AND 

THE AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 
PRESENT 

THE RENOWNED ENGLISH PIANIST 
JOHN BRIGGS 
IN A PIANO RECITAL IN JERASH 
ON THURSDAY, MAY 28, 1992 AT 8:00 PM 
TOURISTS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD WILL ATTEND THE PERFORMANCE 
' TICKETS ARE FOR JD 12.000 PER PERSON AND AVAILABLE AT: 

* AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL TEL: 660100 * SAFEWAY INTERNATIONAL TEL: 685311 
* BASfCHE TEL: 661322* ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB TEL: 815261 
• THE ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE TEL: 661026 
* THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY TEL: 687620 

AN OPTIONAL DINNER AT THE LEBANESE HOUSE FOR JD 8.000 PER PERSON FOLLOWS THE RECITAL 
■ TRANSPORTATION IS OPTIONAL FOR JD 2.000 PER PERSON 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE FUND OF TALENTED MUSIC STUDENTS 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR -to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR ASONS 

JTEL. 604676 . 604686 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 


The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Arman, near 
ANiyyah Girts School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnigh( 

TeL S3B968 





1 CROWN 

m INT’L EST. 

I Packing, shipping, 
S forwarding, storage, 
1 clearing, door-to-door 
H service 

Air Sea and Land 




it flu r ant 




4 Rent fr Sale 

“ Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and] 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nlsbed. 

|* Also many lots of (and are 
available for sale. 

For further details, pi 
call 


rreL 810605, 810000, 

Fax: 810520. 


f CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

. Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 018214 

Come and taste our 
’ specialities 
Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

\ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO photo 

30% 


ifaree- 


20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


T<&<&<£)<£5 


MANDARIN MIADRANT 


& 


Special Chinese Foods 
ftffled Chinese Chefs 

f Open 3L3&-3J0 <t &CO-U J6 daifr| 

Wa wty Is avdUMa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

jTaL 861922, Amma n 

Once Tasted 

Ahntfs ixued 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


OO-QOQ 


Saadi Real Estate 

687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room—! 


DAKOTEL 

drills 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED IN, 

TRAVEL -TOURISM - 
PACKING -CARGO 


m 






TeL BS758B/BS4B8B 
FAX 862^6-610188 
KfejS Hussaki Street .Amman 


AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

11-09-15:00 & 18-J0 -2330 

Teh 03-314415 




UB GSnUPDRBDIlSSESnCBS 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN-. 

* Kais Drydean. 1 Hr. Service 
*31063 repair ☆Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

☆ Uphoistry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Sendee 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


\ International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation: Jebel Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 6/5060 - 6/506/ 



RESTAURNT 


OPEN DAILY FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 
Serves A Variety American Food 


Enjoy our Fresh Delicious 
Take Away is Available ! 
For Reservanon^lease 
' Call 678600 ✓ 





Fridays 

SUNDAY 

LUKGHEON 

B UFFET 

Res:BB51S1 
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Gascoigne confident as he flies to Rome 

LONDON (R) — Paul Gascoigne flew to Italy confident his 
long-awaited £5.5 million (S10.1 million) transfer to Lazio would 
go ahead without any last-minute hitches. The Tottenham and 
England mifielder, out for over a year with a serious knee injury, 
travelled to Rome for more medical examinations after four days 
of fitness tests in front of watching Lazio officials. But as he left 
Heathrow Airport, Gascoigne said: *Tve already passed. As far 
as I am concerned I’ve shown them that I can do everything. The 
test over there is what every player has to go through. “The main 
thing was to show them my knee can twist and turn and recover 
the next day after training. It doesn't swell up, so that’s good. 
Eveiything is perfect. “The tackling will come next season. But it 
won’t worry me one bit. Now there's a light at the end of the 
tunnel For me. I can't wait to put on a Lazio shirt.” 

Sampdoria get 4 players in Vialli deal 

ROME (R) — Italian dub Sampdoria will get four new players 
plus a cash payment in the record-breaking deal which takes 
striker Gianluca Vialli to Juventus, newspapers reported Satur- 
day. The Genoese club, beaten by Barcelona in the European 
Cup final this week, said Friday that the 27-year-old Vialli would 
play for Juventus next season but gave no details of the deal. But 
most newspapers put the total value of the deal at between 25 and 
30 billion lire (S20-S25 million). This figure would easily make 
Vialli the most expensive player in the world, beating the S13 
million Juventus paid to Fiorenrina for Roberto Baggio two years 
ago. Newspapers said midfielder Eugenio Corini and forwards 
Mauro Bertarelli and Michele Serena would join Sampdoria along 
with one of two players from the Juventus youth team. Corini and 
Bertarelli, who is currently on loan to second division Ancona, 
are both members of the Italian under-21 squad which has 
reached the final of the European Championship. 

Papin doubtful for Swiss match 

PARIS ( R) — An ankle injury may rule out European Footballer 
of die Year Jean-Pierre Papin from next Wednesday's friendly in 
Lausanne between France and Switzerland, French team boss 
Michel Platini said Saturday. Papin has not trained all week with 
the rest of the French squad at their camp in Gairefontaine where 
they are preparing for next month’s European Championship in 
Sweden. Platini said Papin needed to rest his ankle for thn. z more 
days before training again. “It would be better for him to start 
work from the beginning' rather than play a match,” he added. 
France's other casualties in the 20-strong squad are all improving, 
however. Stoppers Basile Boli and Emmanuel Petit, both 
sidelined earlier by back injuries, have resumed full training and 
full back Manuel Amoros, who has a calf problem, would be back 
in acdon soon, Platini said. France have a second friendly before 
the Sweden tournament opens on June 10, a match in Lens on 
June 5 against the Netherlands. 

Champion swimmer banned for doping 

HAMBURG (R) — Former world champion Astrid Strauss has 
been suspended by the German Swimming Federation (DSV) 
after testing positive for steroids, the German Sports News 
Agency (SID) reported. SID said ex-east German Strauss, 23, 
from Magdeburg, was banned after high levels of testosterone 
were found in a test. The suspension comes six days before 
Olympic qualifications in Munich. Strauss, who won the 800 
metres freestyle world tide in Madrid in 1986 and came second in 
the Seoul Olympics in 1988. faces a six-month ban. SID quoted 
strauss as saying: “I have a clean conscience. 1 know that I haven’t 
taken anything and I can’t explain myself how this result has come 
about.” 

Nelson chosen NBA Coach of the Year 

NEW YORK (AP) — Don Nelson of the Warriors became the 
first three-time NBA Coach of the Year. Nelson received 26 of a 
possible 96 votes from a panel of sports broadcasters and writers 
who made the selection. Pat Riley of the New York Knicks was 
second with 21 votes, followed by Phil Jackson of the Chicago 
Bulls with 17. Larry Brown of the Los Angeles Clippers received 
seven votes, the league announcement said. The panel was made 
up of three representatives from each league city and 15 from the 
national media. Nelson, 52, also won the honour in 1983 and 1985 
with the Milwaukee Bucks. Nelson led the Warriors to a 55-27 
record, an 11-win improvement over last season and the team's 
best in 16 years. The Warriors were eliminated in the first round 
of the playoffs, but votes for the Coach of the Year are based on 
regular-season play and cast on the last day of the season. 

Kiily becomes Tour De France boss 

PARIS (R) — Former Olympic Alpine Ski champion Jean- 
Gaude Killy, who organised February's Winter Olympics in 
Albertville, has been appointed president of a new company to 
organise sports events such as the cycling Tour De France. The 
Amaury Press Group, which owns dailies L’Equipe and Le 
Parisien Libere, said it was launching a new branch. World Sport 
Marketing (WSM). to replace the Sodete Du Tour De France 
which organised cycling races such as the Tour or Parisi-Roubaix. 
WSM will also organise the Paris-Dakar Rally and fry to promote 
other events. Killy told L’Equipe: “I wanted to have a rest after 
the Olympics but the challenge made me change my mind. I have 
strong links with L’Equipe which I read every morning and with 
the Tour De France and the world of cycling.” Killy said WSM 
hoped to organise tennis, golf and Alpine skiing events. 
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TEST YOUR PLAY 
Both vulnerable. South deals. directly to 

NORTH West le 
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~ 8 4 
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* K 7 2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pass 2 NT Pass 
4 ♦ Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of '? 

The expert game at the YMPL 
Card Group, successor to the Cav- 
endish Club, is one of the strongest 
anywhere. On a recent weekend, it 
consisted of one many-time world 
champion and three players who 
had represented their countries in 
international competition. This 
hand presented declarer with no 
problem. See if you can duplicate 
the solution. 

North's jump to two no trump 
was a forcing raise in spades. South 
appb'ed the Principle of Fast Arrival 
to show a minimum opening bid 
with no singleton or void by going 


directly to game. 

West led the king of hearts. 
What's your line? 

At the table the hand was over in < 
two seconds flat- Declarer shot up' 
with dummy's ace of hearts, drew 
trumps and exited with a heart. 
Whichever defender won the trick 
would have to do something to nelp 
declarer. 

In actual fact. West chose to win 
the second heart and declarer could 
almost claim. Had West returned a 
club. South would have romped 
home by playing for split club hon- 
ors. if West cashed a high diamond, ; 
declarer would be able to set up a ' 
diamond for a dub discard. 

What if East had won the heart 
and shifted to a low diamond, 
ducked by West after declarer fol- 
lowed low from hand? South would 
win in dummy and return a dia- 
mond to the ten. That would either 
yield two diamond tricks or an end- 
play no matter bow the suit split As 
the cards lie. West would have to 
broach clubs and declarer would 
again be home by relying on die club 
honors being split. 

That brings up a defensive point 
of interest. When West breaks the 
club suit the correct card to lead is 
the qucenl That might tempt declar- 
er into playing West for both miss- 
ing club honors, which would result 
in down one. 


Carl Lewis appears set for 
bid to match 4 Olympic golds 



NEW YORK (R) — Cart Lewis 
sounds like he is positioning him- 
self for a serious ran at duplicat- 
ing his four Olympic gold-medal 
performance of 1984. 

Lewis said Friday he . would 
compete in three events — 100 
and 200 metres and long jump — at the 
U.S. Olympic track and field 
trials next month in New Orleans. 

“I'm going to do all three at the 
trials,” said Lewis, who! Sunday 
will take part in the long jump at 
the New York games. “TTien 
we’ll take it from there.” 

Should Lewis qualify in all 
events for Barcelona, it would 
give him an opportunity to wtn 
four gold medals for the third 
straight Olympics. 

At the 1984 Los Angeles 
games, he matched Jesse Owens’s 
1936 feat of capturing the two 
short sprints, the long jump and 
competing on the winning 4xl00- 
metre relay team. 

At the '88 Seoul games, Lewis 
won two golds (100 and long 
jump) and a silver (200) while 
competing in four events. 

The schedule of the June 19-28 - 
Olympic trials will allow Lewis to 
compete in three events unhin- 
dered. He will not have to com- 
pete in more than one event on a 
given day and he’U have at least a 
day’s rest between each event. 

The Olympic schedule, howev- 
er, is not as kind. He’d have no 
problem with the 100, but he 
would ran into scheduling con- 
straints with the 200 and the long 
jump. 

The 200 semifinals and long 
jump qualifying are slated five 


minutes apart. The next day, the 
200 final and the start of the long 
jump final are 10 minutes apart. 
It does not sound feasible. 

Lewis, coming off a spectacular 
year in which he ran a world- 
record 9.86 in the 100 and 
anchored a world-record 37.50 in 
the 400-metre relay at the world 
championships, is running a light 
spring schedule leading up to the 
trials. After Sunday, he is slated 
to run a 100 at the Bruce Jenner 
Classic and a 200 at the Mazda 
Indy Games. 

Even though world record- 
holder Mike Powel long jumped 
8.90 metres last weekend, Lewis 
won't be looking for any records 
before the trials. 

“Don’t expect a performance 
(Sunday), but I’ll jump very 
well," Lewis said. *Tm looking at 
the trials. I can jump for, but I'm 
not going to." 

Because there barely will be a 
month between the U.S. trials 
and the Olympics, Lewis said he 
will only compete once or twice 
before Barcelona. 

“In '84, the schedule was simi- 
lar,” Lewis said. “There wasn't 
enough time in between. The 
athletes should have at least six 
weeks to rest." 

Four weeks isn't much to try’ 
and peak for two major meets, 
but if anyone can handle that 
pressure, it's Lewis. 

“I'm looking for my best meet 
at the trials, then move onto the 
next stage," said Lewis, a veteran 
of two Olympics and three world 
championships. 
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Carl Lewis 

“Luckily, I’ve been to the 
World Championships and the 


U.S. Olympic medalist bows out of Barcelona 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Olympic 
medallist A1 Joyner Friday bowed 
out of contention for the U.S. 
team in thf Barcelona games 
later this year, saying he had been 
traumatised by police in the after- 
math of the Los Angeles riots. 

Joyner was stopped by police 
twice within minutes whilp driv- 
ing his the distinctive sports car of 
his famous wife, Florence 
Griffith-Joyner, shortly after the 
riots. He said Friday the experi- 
ence had left him drained and he 
would be unable to compete in 
next month's Olympic trials in 
New Orleans. 

“My dreams of’ becoming an 
Olympic champion again .were 
shattered, and I have been trying 
with all my heart and soul to put 


this behind me and move on. 

“But the pain 'persists, the 
nightmares haunt me, and my 
thoughts are constantly dis- 
turbed," he told a news confer- 
ence. 

Joyner, who won the 1984 
Olympic gold medal in the triple 
jump in Los Angeles, was joined 
by his wife, and bis sister, Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee, at the press con- 
ference. Together they make up 
the fastest athletic family in the 
world. 

His wife is a .three-time gold 
medal winner and has a successful 
line' of sports of clothing, while 
HJs jold medal-winning sister is 
considered the best female 
athlete in the world. 


Joyner was driving his wife’s 
Japanese sports car bearing the 
licence plate “TRACK" in Beverly 
Hill on May 8. a week after the 
riots, when be was pulled over by 
police who suspected him of 
driving a stolen vehicle. 

He was approached by police 
with their guns drawn and was 
handcuffed and forced to knee on 
the sidewalk- 

The officers realised they had 
misread the licence plate, which 
was a special 1984 Olympics edi- 
tion, and allowed Joyner to go on 
his way. 

.-But just two blocks later be was 
stopped, again by gun-toting 
police as a suspected hit-and-run 
driver. Once again the officers 


found they were wrong. 

A police spokesman said later 
that while Joyner was innocent of 
any wrongdoing the officers were 
justified in their actions because 
they believed he had committed 
an offence. 

In Friday's news conference 
Joyner, who has been attempting 
to come back since a car accident 
in late 1990 hampered his train- 
ing, said be was unable to com- 
pete any more because of his 
experience. 

“At this time in my life, I am 
experiencing something, so pain- 
ful it lias left me totally drained, 
and tjierefore unable to face, the. 
challengers' in’ "the months to 
come,” he said. 


TV company challenges English soccer deal 


LONDON (R) — Britain's Inde- 
pendent Television (ITV) chan 
. nel said it would go to court to 
stop a deal giving exclusive rights 
to live television cover of the new 
English Soccer Premier League 
to a satellite broadcaster. 

ITV, which had held exclusive 
English Soccer League television 
rights since 1988, attacked the. 
way the £304-million ($550 mil- 
lion) five-year deal was negoti- 
ated and called for it to be scrap- 
ped. 

The television rights were 
awarded jointly to British Sky 
Broadcasting (BSKYB), which is 
50 per cent owned by Australian- 


Peanuts 


born media magnate Rupert 
Murdoch’s news corporation and 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC). 

The contract outraged many 
soccer fans as it meant they would 
have to buy satellite dishes to 
watch matches televised live. The 
BBC will screen only two re- 
corded matches a week. 

ITV sport chairman Greg Dyke 
said BSKYB learned the size od 
the ITV bid during the course of a 
final meeting and was subse- 
quently allowed to increase its 
own offer. 

Mr. Dyke told a news confer- 
ence ITV would seek an injunc- 


tion in London's Higb Court 
Tuesday restraining the Premier 
League- from entering into the 
contract with BSKYB and BBC 
without first giving ITV an oppor- 
tunity to resubmit a bid. 

Television industry sources 
said an ITV consortium was 
ready to make a £452-miBion 


($823 million) offer to screen 
matches in the 22-dub Premier 
League which kicks off in Au- 
gust. 

The Premier League had ear- 
lier refused to rethink its deci- 
sion. Its chairman. Sir John Quin- 
ton, said the ITV criticism had 
been “completely rejected.” 


Chandler fastest in motorcycling GP 

MUGELLO, Italy (R) — Suzuki team mates Doug Chandler and 
Kevin Schwantz set the fastest times in practice for Sunday's 
Italian Motorcycling Grand Frown wet conditions which inhibited 
other riders. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MAY 24, Mt 
By Thomas S. Pierson ■; Astrologer, Cam# Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Un- 
stable thinking today puts you in 
the mood to break up a positive 

and mosriv beneficial situation now 
in effect for one which is for the 
most part unknown. Avoid advice 
from a wen meaning friend. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Some condition conies to tight 
which shows you how you can 
benefit by studing with your best 
judgment improving relations with 
an important partner. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) As 
a subject of Venus you have a 
particular appreciation for music, 
colour, beauty and a sense of neat 
touch and fine finish in putting in 
motion. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
change in some recreations can 
now provide you with the energy 
and the inspiration by which to 
gain some desirable and well 
worthwhile outlet. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well just what 
those who dwell beneath the same 
roof as you expect and then let 
them in on what your household 
aims are. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think 
about the various people you enjoy 
most in your daily contacts and 
make sure yon let them now just 
bow much you enjoy being with 
them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have some very good ideas 


just bow to make- whatever you 
own sparkle and shine so they are 
mote attractive as well as more 
valuable to you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You are filled with charm and 
magnetism and can greatly jmpress 
chose with whom you came in 
contact so they aid you to stain 
your personal desire. 

SCORm (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) An intimate conversation 
with the one who appeals to you 
the most can be the best means for 
a better under stan d in g and more 
romantic happiness. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You usually tike 
only a few dose friends and ac- 
quaintances but now is a fine tune 
for you to be more gregarius and 
see many persons. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 tn 
January 20) A day to tty to see 
some influential persons in whose 
minds you can pin a bee that win 
churn them up to think of ways to 
aid your advance. - 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Use this day to clarify your 
various contacts ami where they fit 
into your scheme of life so you 
have the greatest possible benefits 
available. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your intuitive perceptions now 
are highly accurate just what you 
can do to improve your relations 
and especially with the person 
closet to you. 


Olympics. I know what it takes to- 
win at big meets.” 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



‘Can’t you take a hint? I'm fishing 
for compliments 1 " 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
v by Henri Arnold and Bob Lte 


Unscramble these fourJurrtoles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary worda 


NORIG 


CANKK 


SURIAD 


LAWASY 


Answer here: 


IPAY 

S-t’ 


Isf* 




THAT NISHT WATCH * 
MAN MANASES TO 
EARN A LIVING WrTH- 
OUT POING TH \3. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer.' as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: BORAX MERGE ADVICE NEPHEW 

Answer A neighbor might rejoice at your good fortune if 
it doesn't - - - EXCEED HIS OWN 


THE Daily Crossword by Wilson 


McSeaih 


/ e IM1 PCRAC 3. DC BEMMOHT 

oer EDnoBsiKiE3SsawcE.se., 


ACROSS 
1 Go bankrupt 
5 Towering 
9 Go bankrupt 
13 Revoke as a 
legacy 

15 Mother of 
Romulus and 
Remus 

16 Yes — (choice 
words) 

it Eng. poet 
18 Clumsy 
20 Commonplace 

22 Because ot this 

23 Sicilian nymph 

24 Rang 

25 Bamboo lovers 

27 Hose material 

28 Entity 

29 Navigational 
system 

31 Flavor 
35 Deneb, for one 
37 Wealthy one 

39 Roman meeting 
places 

40 Group of wives 
42 Musical 

44 Mental 
perception 

45 Kind ol volume 
control 

47 Most recent 
49 Strands 

51 Ed 01 TV 

52 Yearning 
53 'Move 

58 Tenderness 
58 Day's march 
59 -fixe 

60 Auditors e g. 

61 Scouting, for 
short. 

62 Social Hop 

63 Act ol cutting: 
sufl. 

64 Remainder 
DOWN 

1 Portuguese 
song 

2 Redolence 

3 Listen 

4 Gainsaid 

5 Diane's 
headpiece 



*>' 39 2 Tncu w Uadn Senrieu. Mo. 
M agntf RManad 


6 Confederate 

7 Diamond — 

8 Shaping toots 

9 — clover 

10 Fr. military 

11 Looked upon 

with disfavor 

12 At sea 
14 Cerebral 

19 Makes better 
21 Williams ot 
"Happy Days" 

24 Pine tree 

25 Luxurious 
26PRaster 
27Toa 

30 Ranks 

32 Unreadable 
expression 

33 Mesafti 

products 

34 Bombast 
36 improved in 

conduct 
38 Light wood 

41 Bog' . 

43 Falcon 


Yasterihy's Puzrie Snhwwfc 


□□□ra nnn^Fj nnan 
rannnn nnnn 

flCTncujnno nnnnn 
annnn 

SEE2E 0 Gnnn nnn 
DgranR nnnnra non 
□□□□ siQnnn nnnni 
EHE aonnn 

{nn Hr,5 araR nmrannn 

EHHHS ErcrinR non 

SHES gnRRn nnno 
□non riBnnn rcrann 


46Spot 52 One of a pair 

53 Mne ear 

49 Window or lamp 54 Grandiose 
si — craftsy 57 Gfr a dd ras* 
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Cocoa prices slide 

LONDON - (R) — Cocoa prices, depressed by high world stocks and 
static consumption, .slid to a 16- rc year low Friday and industry 
analysts warned they might fall further. 

The value of the commodity has been on a downward trend since 
1984. On Friday, July -cocoa futures touched a morning low of in 
London to £548 a tonne, before rebounding to £554 by early 
afternoon. Their previous record low dose was £554 (SI, 009 at 
current exchange rates) in mid-1975. 

“I think long-term we are - looking at a bottoming action. 
Near-term however we may have a little bit further to fall,” analyst 
Lawrence Eagles of commission house GNI said. 

Analysts said seven consecutive years when production outstripped 
demand had led to huge stockpiles of cocoa. The trend was however 
set to be reversed for the 1991/92 season (October/September) and 
there seemed to be a good prospect oFa bull market later this decade. 

Last week trade house GiD and Duffus forecast a world deficit of 
107,000 tonnes in 1991/92, although the total was below its previous 
estimate of 177,000 tonnes as hopes of some growth in consumption 
.appear to have not materialised. 


EC farm 
reform deal 

receives 

cautious 

world 

reaction 


Jordan modernises banking law 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


Financial 

iYlarliets 


Jordan -Times 
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BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Community's (EC’s) trading 
partners gave only a cautious 
welcome Friday to news of the 
most radical ever reform of the 


AMMAN — A new set of laws 
aimed at streamlining the entire 
banking system in Jordan is ex- 
pected to be presented to Parlia- 
ment during the upcoming ex- 
traordinary session of the legisla- 
tive authority beginning in June, 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Mohammad Saeed 
Nabulsi said Saturday. 


The new legislation will 
address all “loopholes” in the 
cT-T; ~ I existing law exposed in the past 


(CAP), saying obstacles re- 
mained to a GATT trade accord. 

EC External Relations Com- 
missioner Frans Andriessen 
hopes the accord will strengthen 
his hand when he visits Washing- 
ton next week to seek an end to a 
row with the United States over 
farm subsidies which has blocked 
a world trade deal. 

Joao de Deus Pinheiro, foreign 
minister of Portugal, said the deal 
on farm subsidies should help 
unblock the talks. 

It also clarified the EC position 
on how far it could go in the area 
of agriculture, he added. 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand said despite a European 
Community accord on cutting 
farm prices there was still a long 
way to go to a world trade agree- 
ment. 

He told reporters after talks 
with Chancellor Helmut Kohl the 
GATT hadn't advanced very far 
despite missions by Euroepean 
Commission President Jacques 
Delors and Mr. Kohl to Washing- 
ton. 

After returning to Bonn, 
Mr.Kohl said other countries now 
must make compromises to break 
a deadlock in the GATT talks. 
“This (EC) decision... has cre- 
ated conditions for a successful 
conclusion of the GATT negotia- 
tions,” he added. 

The cautious welcome from 
non-EC nations seemed to be 
based both on the lack of detailed 
information on the deal im- 
mediately available and concern 
that the accord might be as far as 
die EC was able to go on reform- 
ing its controversial farm regime. 

U.S. officials cautioned that 
the deal did not promise to settle 
once and for all the trans-Atlantic 
row over the EC's farm subsidies 
which has left the 'GATT world 
trade talks, launched in 1966, 
tottering on the brink of collapse 
for months. 

They said at first glance it 
seemed the package fell short of 
the minimum acceptable farm 
trade reform spelled out in 
GATT Director General Arthur 
Dunkel's farm trade text. 

Even if CAP reform resolves 
U.S.-EC differences over farm 
supports, U.S. trade sources said 
the EC has not agreed to export 
subsidy and market access re- 
forms sought by Mr. Dunkel. 

The EC farm policy reform 
calls for a cut of 29 per cent in the 
price of cereals. Farmers would 
be compensated for their losses 
providing they limit output by 
leaving 15 per cent of their land 
out of cereals production. 

Washington's caution was 
echoed by members of the 14- 
nation Cairns Group of farm 
exporting nations which have 
been campaigning for an end to 
the EC-U.S. farm subsidy war on 
the grounds it is putting their own 
farmers out of business. 

“On the face of it we are not 
completely happy but at least it's 
a change ir. the right direction at 
last. In other words the lunacy 
looks like it might stop at last,” 
Australian Trade Minister John 
Kerin told reporters. 

“It’s a good sign, but it’s not a 
black and white picture. ...let’s 
wait and see the figures because 
historically the reductions have 
been so small they have been 
compensateed for by unproved 
technology which has resulted in 
yet a further expansion of the 
European agricultural subsidy,” 
New Zealand's Trade Minister 
Philip Burdon said. 


banking flexibility rather than 
tightening the manoeuvrability of 
commercial banks in the King- 
dom, Dr. Nabulsi said. 

“The new law mil be built on 
the large experience that we have 
acquired since the (existing) law 
was passed in 1964,” Dr. Nabulsi 
told the Jordan Times. “Our ex- 
perience has found that there are 


many loopholes and unknown 
issues in the present law which 
need to be addressed.” 

“We hope that the law will be 
ready by June or July and hope- 
fully it will be passed during the 
extraordinary session of Parlia- 
ment.” he said. 

According to the CBJ gov- 
ernor. aspects related to licensing 
banks and controlling banking 
will be the two major elements of 
the new legislation, which will 
make up for the “shortcomings 
which led us to use the powers of 
the Economic Security Commit- 
tee (ESC) in the past.” 

Dr. Nabulsi specifically refer- 
red to the case of Petra Bank, 
which was taken over by the ESC 
in August 1989 and ordered li- 
quidated in April 1990. and said 
that the ESC had to be brought in 
since the 1964 banking laws did 


not contain provisions on “prob- 
lem banks.” 

The collapse of several banks 
and troubles in others are seen as 
one of the main reasons that 
prompted the Centra! Bank to 
work on the new law. In addition 
to Petra Bank, which caused a 
loss of up to JD200 million to the 
treasury, other troubled banks 
included the Jordan-Gulf Bank, 
the Syrian-Jordanian Bank, the 
A! Mashreq Bank and the Islamic 
Investment Bank. 

As a policy, the CBJ does not 
issue commercial banking 
licences anymore and instead en- 


new judicial process in place to 
govern problem banks and viola- 
tions — banking crimes as one 
might call it — and mergers and 
liquidation of banks,” he said. 

The new law, “which will have 
so many unaddressed issues and 
subjects unknown in the past.” 
will incorporate all the elements 
for a smooth judicial process to 
be in place to deal with future 
problems, he added. 

According to Dr. Nabulsi, it is 
a mistaken concept that the new 
law would curtail banking flex- 
ibility in Jordan. Indeed, he said, 
the law will tighten the banking 


courages mergers with a view to system and CBJ monitoring of 
reducing the number of commer- commercial banking, but “it will 


rial banks in the Kingdom. 

Dr. Nabulsi recalled that the 
first time that provisions outside 
the banking law were used was in 


open the door for further flexibil- 
ity as we have been doing in the 
past two to three years.” 
“There is no reason whatsoev- 


1967 when deposits in the bran- er to think that the new law will 
ches of Jordanian commercial be any addition io the regulatory 
banks in the West Bank had to be mandate of the Central Bank.” 
released after rhe Israelis occu- he added, 
pied the territory. CBJ Deputy Governor Michel 

“We would now like to set a Marto pointed out that the CBJ 


had proposed and successfully 
incorporated amendments and 
additions to the 1964 banking law 
to allow for enhanced manoeuv- 
rability for commercial banking 
operations. 

Dr. Nabulsi said a “deposit- 
insurance” scheme to protect 
public deposits in commercial 
banks would be introduced under 
a special law. 

Initial plans called for the in- 
troduction of the scheme as a 
CBJ regulation or a council of 
ministers decree, but then it was 
found that it would be better to 
deal with the issue through prop- 
er legislation. 

“We hope to present this law to 
Parliament in June and to have it 
endorsed during this extraordin- 
ary session of Parliament,” Dr. 
Nabulsi said. 

Hie deposit insurance scheme 
will be the first of its kind in 
Jordan and will offer protection 
on public deposits up to a ceiling 
of JD 20.00U. 


British government blocks 
Lloyds bid for Midland 


LONDON (R) — The British agreed offer by HSBC Holdings 
government Friday called for a PLC. parent of the Hongkong 
monopoly inquiry into Lloyds Shanghai Bank, for Midland, in 
Bank's proposed bid for Midland which it already has a stake of 
Bank and allowed rival bidder almost 15 per cent. 

HSBC Holdings to move closer to “We are obviously pleased at 
victory with its £3.3 billion ($6 the DTI’s ruling,” said an HSBC 
billion) offer. spokesman. "TTiis means we can 

The decision by the Depart- proceed as planned.” 
mem of Trade and Industry HSBC's bid for Midland was 
(DTI) to refer Lloyds Bank approved by the European Com- 
PLCs hostile proposal to acquire mission on Thursday, having 
Midland Bank PLC to the Mono- already been cleared by the bank 
polies and Mergers Commission of England, Britain’s central 
(MMC) is a serious setback for bank and an industry regulator. 
Lloyds, industry analysts said. A Lloyds spokeswoman said 
Lloyds, which is in direct com- the bank did not have an immedi- 
petition with Midland in the Brit- ate comment on the govem- 
ish commercial banking sector, ment's decision, which had been 
proposed a conditional offer for widely expected by analysts, 
its rival valuing Midland at a “The crucial, thing is Lloyds' 
theoretical £3.7 billion ($6.75 bil- response,” said analyst Alison 
lion), but has made no formal bid Deuchars at broker Smith New 
as yet. Court. “They may decide to 

In a statement the DTI also launch a formal offer and waive 
said it had no objection on public one of their pre-conditions for 
interest grounds to last month's bidding.” 


Lloyds’ proposed offer was 
conditional on obtaining the same 
confidential information on Mid- 
land that had been given to 
HSBC. 

It has been given this informa- 
tion after a ruling by Britain's 
takeover panel. 

A further pre-condition was 
that if there were an official 
probe, both the Lloyds and 
HSBC proposals would be in- 
vestigated by the same regulatory 
authorities. 

Lloyds now has the option of 
putting a firm bid on the table for 
Midland shareholders to consider 
while rhe MMC is looking into 
Lloyds' planned bid. The MMC is 
scheduled to report on Aug. 25. 

Analysts said the question now 
was whether Lloyds withdraws or 
formalises its bid. 

Meanwhile, Midland's share- 
holders will have to make up their 
minds whether or not to accept 
the HSBC bid, they said. 


Saudi Arabia Lets OPEC 
go for a few dollars more 


VIENNA (R) — Filling up your 
car could soon cost more now 
that Saudi Arabia has agreed with 
the rest of OPEC to take the 
brakes off prices and pump below 
expected demand. 

“I wouldn’t be surprised if we 
reached $20 (a barrel) by the 
fourth quarter,” said Kuwaiti Oil 
Minister Hamoud Abdullah A1 
Rqobab, summing up the out- 
come a two-day summer confer- 
ence of the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). 

That is almost S3 more than 
OPECs basket of crude oils has 
averaged for the first four months 
of 1992, and up almost $1.50 on 
the 1991 average. 

The 13 oil producers, who 
supply more than one-third of the 
66 million barrels per day (b/d) 
the world needs, agreed Friday to 
leave output unchanged until 
they meet again on Sept. 16. 

Only Kuwait's scorched oil- 
fields are exempted from raising 
production through the coming 
months. 

The surprise was Saudi Arabia 
promising to sell only slightly 
above eight million b/d, contrary 
to all the signals from Riyadh 
before the talks. 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, the 
long-time motorists’ friend whose 
calming influence stopped oil 
prices skyrocketing when the 
Gulf war started in January last 
year, decided the time was -right 
to squeeze a few more dollars out 
of the barrel. 


A $60-billion bill to finance the while the Saudi murmured that 24 
war may have something to do million b/d was needed for the 
with it, although one senior Gulf third quarter. 


Arab official said the European 
Community's plans for a carbon 


It all looked like OPECs sum- 
mer conference was settli ng down 


tax on fossil fuels was a factor to a familiar routine of the price 


prodding Saudi thinking. 

“We observed a better attitude 
from them. Saudi Arabia needs 
more money, we have to be 
convinced of that,” said Algerian 
Oil Minister Nordine Ait- 
Laoussine. 

Iran's Oil Minister Gholamreza 


hawk pecking away at the moder- 
ates from Riyadh. 

Mr. Aqazadeh’s usual refrain 
at OPEC talks is a complaint that 
every dollar below OPEC’s 
avowed $21 a barrel target — 
unachieved since the early days of 
the Gulf war in January 1991 — 


Aqazadeh arrived in Vienna costs cash-strapped Iran $1 billion 
asking OPEC to cut supplies by a year in revenues. 


around one million b/d from cur- 
rent levels of 23.3 million b/d. 


But things turned out different- 
ly for the Iranians this time. 



CAR FOR SALE 

1987 Caprice Classic Brougham, 4 door, V-8 engine, 
metallic grey, fully loaded, with all options. In excellent 
condition. JD 7,000. 

Please call 835960 for three days. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Contains 2 bedrooms, 1 sitting room, a balcony. 
Located in Um Utheina - opposite Amra Hotel, 6th Circle; 
nice area. 

For more information call tel. 817745 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
In Um Utheina 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, salon and dining 
(American system). Separate central heating. New excellent 
furniture. Newly built. Suitable for diplomatic residence. 

For information please call 829502 


NabD A1 Mashini Theatre 




Al Pacino ... in 

SEA OF LOVE 


Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 830, 10:30 


Cinema 


Furnished Apartment 

For Rent 

Fully furnished apartment in Shmeisani, behind the Arab 
Bank. Consisting of two bedrooms and a joint living & 
dining room, with telephone and central heating. 

If interested please call: 666987 
between 9:30-1:30 & 3:30-7:00 


Tel: 625 


■' Nabii & Hisham. 
in person acting in the play 

“Ahlan~ New World. Order” 

Tickets at: JD 2, JD 3 & JD 5 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. Extra show on Wednesday 4-30 p.m. 





JOB VACANCY 

Five stars hotel seeks to employ a director of 
sales and marketing. 

Candidate must be Jordanian national and have 
at least ten years working experience in interna- 
tional hotel chains. 

Attractive salary with fringe benefits. 

If interested, please send C.V. to Personnel 
Manager, P.O.Box 35014, Amman - Jordan 


Gulf Arab 
states welcome 
S. African trade 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — took place surreptitiously for 
Arab states are opening doors to years are gathering momentum as 
South African business at a pace apartheid is dismantled, 
unimaginable six months ago, an Mr. Fitchat, who is leading 10 
executive of the South African South African firms on a Gulf 
Foreign Trade Organisation tour, said more than 70 Saudi 
(SAFTO) said Friday. companies had approached SAF- 

_ „ . _ . ...... r- TO after a March 17 referendum 

Gyfford Fitchat, Middle East jn which a majority of So Ulh 

area manager for SAFTO. told Africans voted in support of Pres- 
reponers in Bahrain that the Gulf idem Rw . De Klerk s reforms 


island state and Oman had led the 
way by establishing direct trade 
links with South Africa. He said 


intended to dismantle apartheid. 
“There was verv little contact 


he expected neighbouring states with Saudi Arabia prior to that — 


to follow suit soon. 


it was a milestone in our new 


“Certainly the western shore of relations." he said, 
the Gulf is a highly significant Mr. Fitchat described relations 
market in terms of openness — with the UAE as “very positive” 
each country is adopting its own but declined to speculate why the 
policy and following what it be- southern Gulf state was not keen 
lieves is good for its own busi- to acknowledge trade links. 

j&tiLSsSdflSS 

and^Le have reason to beliSe “ u " m ,£ "Sffl 

that other people in the Gulf will Mr. Rtcha lutd non-Arah 

remove that restriction soon.” he lh 5 onl . y East slate 

besides Israel to have a consulate 

in South Africa, was also a target 
SAFTO, which groups 1,500 for South African exports. 

. fi hTo“f k a Hc so- 11 - am— n™ 

Bahraini trade delegation visited ? nd h m wirff* 

Johannesburg in April and a Un- y “ d « dldd J' 

K S3* 'WE (UAE) ttam SdMtata Dubai and Otna™?n 


will follow in June. 

The six members of the oil-rich 
Gulf Cooperation Council 


October. 

A leading arms manufacturer, 


(GCC), which import most of Littleton Engineering Works, 
their food and manufactured took part in a defence show in 
goods, have not formally lifted Bahrain two weeks ago. 
sanctions against South Africa “Six months ago none of this 
and officials say they are unlikely would have been possible... our 
to do so ahead of the Arab purpose is to stimulate trade not 
League. break down political barriers... 

But commercial deals which this will follow,” Mr. Fitchat said. 


POST WANTED 

A Jordanian female has a B.A. in English literature with 5 years 
experience in translation and secretarial works and 2 years 
experience in public relations, is looking (or a good job. 

A diplomatic mission is preferred. 

If interested please call 668928 


FQR RENT ;t. 

PLATE'S, VILLA & SEMIVILLA FARNISHED 
OR NONFARNISHED, IN WEST AMMAN 
AREA WITH GOOD FAIRS. 

TEL. 602405 - 602406. FAX. 602406. 




Furnished Flat For Rent 

A ground floor flat with modem furniture. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, L-shaped lounge, dining, salon, two verandas, 
3 modern bathrooms, with private garage and garden. 
Location: 7th Circle, behind Al Waha Stores. 

Please call tel.: 648416 


HYUNDAI 2.4i SONATA 
For Sale -JD 8,000 

Automatic, power steering, 4 way stereo. White with grey 
upholstery. Private car of diplomat, tax unpaid. Built 1989, 
38,000km. Full service record 

Telephone Michael Phillips on 828100 Ext 211/212 

(office hours) or 813605 (residence). 



JMvm JCrvfjhoi tfewetrjf ® 

IS TRUST 

Tel: 670337 

Jabal Al Hussein-Khalfd Ben Walid St 
Sukaina Centre 

Congratulate their brother 

<2>r. yVjoliomniaJ ejCuqliod 

for opening his clinic near Khalidi Hospital and wish 
hirnto open his private hospital in the near future. 
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Azeri enclave leader orders truce 


ANKARA (R) — The leader of 
the embattled Azeri enclave of 
Nakhichevan declared a unilater- 
al ceasefire Saturday to try to halt 
six days of clashes with Arme- 
nians, Turkey's Anatolian News 
Agency reported. 

‘Tve told my men not to open 
fire even if the Armenians do so 
because we want peace, not war.” 
Anatolian quoted Geidar Aliyev 
as telling reporters in Nakhiche- 
van. 

There were no reports of fresh 
fighting on Nakhichevan's border 
with Armenia and Turkish Prime 
Minister Suleyman Demirel told 
a news conference in Ankara the 
frontlines were quiet. 

At least 20 Azeris have been 
killed and 120 wounded since 
clashes erupted around the bor- 
der town of Sadarak Monday 
after Armenian forces captured 
hills in Azeri territory. 

Mr. Aliyev is leader of the 
Nakhichevan Autonomous Re- 
public which is controlled by 
Azerbaijan but is squeezed be- 
tween Armenia and Turkey and 
Iran. 

Mr. Aliyev criticised Iran for 
failing to show sufficient concern 
about what he called "Armenian 


oppression. 

“Why doesn't (President 
Akbar Hashemi) Rafsanajani say 


a word about the issue? Why is 
Iran just a bystander? They are 
giving comfort to the Arme- 
nians," Anatolian quoted him as 
saying. 

Mr. Aliyev said he was ready to 
make peace with Armenia as 
soon as Armenian forces with- 
drew from Nakhichevan's territo- 
ry- 

“We are ready to agree with 
Armenia if they give us back the 
hills (near Sadarak)." he said. 
“We cannot feel secure as long as 
Armenians hold the hills." 

Reuter correspondents who 
witnessed the fighting earlier this 
week said Azeris were using 
assault rifles and machine guns 
against Armenian forces hitting 
Sadarak with rockets and shells. 

Mr. Demirel Saturday ruled 
out Turkey annexing the Azeri 
enclave of Nakhichevan. Anato- 
lian News Agency reported. 

“This is out of the question. An 
annexation is not at issue... given 
the present world order and 
world conditions," the semi- 
official agency quoted him as 
saying. 

Armenians, at war with Azer- 
baijan over the disputed territory 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, said 
Nakhichevan started the fighting 
and there were no Armenian 
forces in the enclave. 


Turkey said Friday it would 
open a second border crossing 
into Nakhichevan, whose inhabi- 
tants have dose ethnic, religious 
and cultural ties with the Turks, 
at Dil Ucu, dose to the meeting 
point between Turkey. Armenia 
and Iran 

The t ave’s only other outlet 
into T y, a bridge over the 
AraL. •, may be opened next 
Thursday, >*fr. Demirel said. 

He said political instability in 
Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, 
was one of the reasons for the 
intesity of the conflicts with 
Armenia over Nakhichevan and 
mainly Armenian Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

“The issue is linked with the 
internal instability in Azerbaijan. 
The instability there has a role in 
bringing the issue up to this level. 

“Azerbaijan has had three or 
four changes of rulers in the past 
few months. We believe the elec- 
tions in June will help them gain 
stability.'' 

Turkish President Turgut Ozal 
has said Turkey should send 
troops to Nakhichevan im- 
mediately to help the Azeris but 
Mr. Demirel has ruled out the use 
of force. 

Mr. Demirel will make an offi- 
cial visit to Moscow for two days 
from Monday to discuss regional 



Geidar Aliyev 


and international issues with Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin. 

Official sources said he was 
expected to seek Moscow's sup- 
port against Armenia. 

Turkey and Georgia have 
agreed to tighten relations and 
cooperate in a regional initiative 
to resolve the conflict between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, a joint 
communique said Saturday. 

The communique, issued after 
a two-day visit to Tbilisi by Fore- 
ign Minister Hikmet Cetin, said 
Turkey welcomed a Georgian 
proposal to set up a Caucasian 
Regional Consultative Council of 
heads of state or government to 
try to settle the dispute. 


Largest party head quits 
over Italy vote chaos 


ROME (R) — Italy's political 
chaos deepened Saturday after 
the head of the squabbling Christ- 
ian Democrats (DC) resigned and 
the latest attempt to find a new 
head of state failed. 

“It seems to me useless to carry 
on," ex-Premier Amaldo Forlani 
wrote in a letter of resignation 
within hours of DC parliamenta- 
rians torpedoing his bid to get a 
former Socialist minister elected 
piesident of the republic. 

The absence of any agreement 
between the major parties on a 
suitable candidate meant almost 
400 electors prolonged the dead- 
lock by casting blank votes in the 
15th ballot. 

Mr. Forlani’s humiliating with- 
drawal came after a furious 
Socialist leader Bettino Craxi — 
once a dose ally — scathingly 
told him after the failed vote: 
“There is no point in talking. It's 
dear you no longer control your 
party.” 

Mr. Forlani. 66 , last month 
took the blame for the DCs 
worst-ever showing at the polls, 
but had himself last week unsuc- 
cessfully stood for the presidency 
with Mr. Craxi's backing. 


Former Justice Minister 
GiuJiano Vassal li got 351 votes 
Friday — well short of rhe 508 
needed — after a defection by 
DC electors who ignoreJ a four- 
party pact brokered by Mr. Forlani to 
support the Socialist candidate. 

“The DC is completely untrust- 
worthy and unreliable. This just 
proves it is not really a party but 
only a group of warring dans, 
commented GiuJiano Di Donato, 
deputy leader of the Sodalists. 
“It will be extremely difficult to 
persuade our electors ever to vote 
for a DC (presidential) candidate 
again.” 

Mr. Forlani's resignation Fri- 
day night left Italy’s largest party 
leaderless, increasing the coun- 
try’s power vacuum. 

Fifteen attempts by parliament 
to find a successor to Francesco 
Cossiga. who resigned on April 
2*. have so far failed. A new 
government cannot be named un- 
til a president is elected. 

Prime Ministei Giulio 
Andrcotti resigned on April 24 
after his DC-led alliance suffered 
a severe setback in inconclusive 
general elections earlier in the 
month. 


Japanese leaders threaten 
snap poll on troops bill 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese ruling 
party politicians threatened 
Saturday to call a snap election if 
the opposition continued to block 
a bill authorising Japanese troops 
to serve abroad as United Na- 
tions peacekeepers. 

"If (the Sodalists) raised their 
ugly heads and opposed the U.N. 
peacekeeping operation bill, we 
could dissolve the lower house of 
parliament,” Foreign Minister 
Michio Watanabe told a seminar. 

Tamisuke Watanuki, secretary- 
general of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), made a 
similar threat and criticised the 
Sodalists for trying to stall debate 
on the bill. 


The remarks by Mr. Watanabe 
and Mr. Watanuki renewed spe- 
culation that the LDP, fadng a 
possible setback in nationwide 
upper house polls in July, could 
call a general election in both 
houses. 

In apparent preparation for 
snap elections. Prime Minister 
Kiichi Miyazawa ruling party bos- 
ses this week to act on an overdue 


plan to redistribute parliamentary 
seats. 

The adjustment of lower house 
seats would clear a major legal 
obstacle for Mr. Miyazawa to 
dissolve that chamber and call 
elections for both houses on the 
same day. 

The ruling party, mired in 
finandal and bribery scandals, 
could expect to lose seats in a 
protest vote if the July upper 
house elections were held by 
themselves. 

In 1980 and 1986 when the 
LDP called elections in both 
chambers, voters shrank from 
gambling on a divided opposition 
and returned them to power. 

The LDP has a commanding 
majority in the more powerful 
lower house but has been in a 
minority in tbe upper house since 
1989. 

The government, which has 
been under international pressure 
to make a more visible contribu- 
tion to global security, has placed 
high hopes on the peacekeeping 
bill. 


Johnny Carson takes final 
bow on Tonight Show 


LOS ANGELES (R) — U.S. 
television marked the end of an 
era Friday night when Johnny 
Carson took his last bow after 30 
years as host of “the tonight 
show,” tears welling in his eyes as 
he bid his final goodbyes. 

"So it has come to this,” Mr. 

A Carson said, his voice breaking 
'almost imperceptibly as he dosed 
the final show. 

“I am one of the lucky people 
in the world. 1 have found some- 
thing I liked to do, and I have 
enjoyed every single minute of 
it,” he said during the taping of 
the show hours before it was to be 
broadcast late Friday night. 

“1 bid you a very heartfelt 
goodnight,” he said, applauding 
one last time as the members of 
the audience applauded, many 
who also had tears in their eyes. 

The 66 -year-old king of late- 
night television stepped down 
from his throne after three de- 
cades during which he came to 
rank with newscaster Walter 
Cronkite and the late variety 
show host Ed Sullivan as an 
American television icon. 

But Mr. Carson said bis televi- 


sion career is not over. 

“I hope when I find something 
that I want to do and I think you 
will like and come back that you 
will be as gracious in inviting me 
into your home as have been.” he 
said. 

The final show paid tribute to 
Hie Tonight Show hosted by Mr. 
Carson, with clips of singers, 
comedians and politicians. 

Mr. Carson started as the 
show's host on Ocl 1, 1962 and 
over 30 years the show remained 
a constant in a changing land- 
scape. 

NBC estimates that Mr. Car- 
son. watched nightly by an esti- 
mated 12 million people, has had 
over 24,000 guests on his show 
and asked them more than 
200,000 questions. 

As Mr. Carson retires, he takes 
with him a well-known retinue, 
including his almost-silent side- 
kick Ed McMahon and band 
leader Doc Seven nsen. 

Jay Leno, the comic who later 
became Mr. Carson’s frequent 
fill-in, will take over as the new, 
permanent host Monday with a 
whole new cast. 


Fighting rages in Bosnia 
ahead of peace talks 


BELGRADE (R) — Muslim and 
Croat forces battled Serb gunmen 
in northeast Bosnia Saturday as 
leaders of their warring com- 
munities prepared to meet Euro- 
pean .Community peace-makers 
in Portugal. 

The Yugoslav News Agency 
Tanjug reported heavy fighting in 
and around the ethnically-mixed 
towns of Tuzla and Brcko. 

Sarajevo, devastated by a 
month of artillery bombardments 
by Serbs opposed to Bosnia's 
independence from Yugoslavia, 
was quiet. 

Residents used the lull to buy 
bread and milk and pick through 
the slim supply of onions and 
spinach arrayed on vegetable 
stalls after being smuggled 
through the Serb blockade of die 
city. 

At the nearby Serb stronghold 
of Pale, where the siege is orches- 
trated. police gave Muslims an 
ultimatum to surrender their 
weapons Saturday after two 
policemen were killed and five 
hurt in an attack Friday night. 

The Yugoslav army was due to 
start evacuating its four barracks 
in Sarajevo and complete its with- 
drawal from the city by Sunday 
evening. 

, Some 5,000 Muslim women 
and children from Sarajevo ar- 
rived in the Croatian port of Split 
Friday after being released by 
Serb gunmen who held them hos- 
tage in the city for two days. 

The fighting in the northeast 
went on despite intensified West- 
ern efforts to halt the conflict, 
which has cost more than 2.200 
lives and made almost a million 
people homeless since March. 

Apart from the mtercommunal 
talks in Lisbon. EC foreign minis- 
ters were meeting U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker in the Por- 
tuguese capital to discuss 
toughening sanctions against Ser- 
bia, which they blame for the 
crisis. 

The meetings followed Bos- 
nia’s admission to the United 
Nations Friday and speculation 


that Security Council members 
would discuss U.N. sanctions 
against Serbia next week. 

Mr. Baker said in London Fri- 
day that the events in Bosnia 
were unconscionable and added: 

“We hope and believe that 
there can be some coordinated 
action by others in the civilised 
world who like ourselves will be 
unwilling to sit back and watch 
what really is a humanitarian 
nightmare.” 

Islamic countries, alarmed by 
the danger to Bosnia's predomi- 
nant Muslim community have 
also lined up behind the crack- 
down on Serbia. 

The United States is closing 
two of the three Yugoslav consu- 
lates in the U.S. and has banned 
flights by the Yugoslav Airline 
JAT. The EC is considering a 
trade embargo. 

The West has rejected Serbia's 
denials of responsibility for the 
conflict which has steadily 
worsened since March, when 
Bosnia’s Muslim and Croat 
majority voted for independence. 

Bosnian Serbs, a one-third 
minority of the 4.3 million 
population, have fought the 
secession with the help of the 
Yugoslav army. 

They now control two-thirds of 
Bosnian territory, where they 
have proclaimed a Serb republic. 
It has its own army, led by 
battle-hardened commanders, 
and has mobilised all men and 
women over 18. 

Western countries believe none 
of this could have' happened with- 
out the active support of Bel- 
grade which they suspect of trying 
to create a greater Serbia out of 
territorial gains made at the ex- 
pense of neighbours. 

Any hope of progress at the EC 
peace talks depended on leaders 
of the three communities taking 
part in direct negotiations. 

This looked unlikely after a 
Bosnian presidential spokesman 
said Friday that Muslim repre- 
sentatives would refuse to negoti- 
ate with Radovan Karadzic. 


‘N. Korean 
infiltrators 
carried 
U.S. arms 


CHULWON, South Korea (AP) 
— Three North Korean soldiers 
killed in a border gunfight with 
South Korean forces were dts 
guised and carrying U.S.-style 
equipment including M-16 rifles, 
grenades and explosives, officials 
said Saturday. 

Two South Korean soldiers 
also were wounded Friday in a 
fierce battle in which the South's 
troops hurled grenades and fired 
1.200 rounds of ammunition, offi- 
cials said. 

It was the most serious firefight 
reported along the 248-kilometre- 
long frontier since 1980, and fol- 
lowed recent moves towards 
peace by the rival Koreas. 

North Korea’s official Centra] 
News Agency, monitored in 
Tokyo, claimed Saturday that the 
South’s report of a clash was a 
fabrication meant “to foil the 
North-South dialogue which is 
now developing favourably.” 

In February, the two sides con- 
cluded a reconciliation agreement 
and a nuclear arms ban treaty. 
But in a meeting Saturday at the 
border village of Panmunjom, 
they failed again to agree on 
reciprocal inspections of nuclear 
sites under the treaty, officials 
said. 

“Despite the recent changes in 
inter-Korean relations, there is 
no change in the confrontational 
situation in the demilitarised 
zone,” Col. Lee Yong-Sok, com- 
mander of the 120 South Korean, 
troops involved in the incident,' 
told visiting reporters Saturday. 

Chulown is in the area where 
four South Korean army helicop- 
ters were fired on by North Ko- 
rean soldiers after they strayed 
into the four-kilometre region, 
dubbed the punchbowl, was one 
of the bloodiest battlegrounds in 
the 1950-53 Korean War because 
of its strategic location as an 
invasion route. 

It is also near a North Korean 
invasion tunnel found in the 
1970s and within sight of giant 
South Korean concrete tank traps 
that North Korea has called a 
Berlin-type wall. 

Col. Lee said the North Ko- 
rean infiltrators were dressed in 
uniforms similar to those! of the 
South Korean army and were 
carrying no identification. 

He displayed more than 200 
items he said were taken from the 
bodies, including three M-16 
rifles and 9mm and .45-caliber 
pistols of the style used by both 
U.S. and South Korean forces. 

There also was a Finnish-made 
compass, ammunition, grenades, 
wire-cutters, Japanese-made 
chocolate, dried rice and under- 
wear with the South Korean label 
“Doublebell" caked with dried 
blood. 

Tbe North Koreans were car- 
rying a Japanese video camera, 
blank video tapes, a still camera 
and 18 rolls of film, suggesting 
they were part of a surveillance 
team, officials' said. 

A some close to the investiga- 
tion told the Associated Press the 
dead men were wearing several 
uniforms in layers that could have 
been civilian and military 
apparel. These included black 
camouflage suits, the source said. 

The gun battle erupted after a 
South Korean Army patrol team 
intercepted the North Koreans. 


Lisbon meeting to assess 
aid-priorities of CIS 


LISBON (AP) — Officials of the 
more than four dozen countries 


gathering Saturday to assess their 
financial aid to the republics of 


the former Soviet Union say they 
don’t expect any new pledges. 

Also at the confe rence, U.S. 
Secretary ofSiate James Baker 
was expected to sign protocols 
with Russia, Ukraine, Belarus 
and-and Kazakhstan putting into 
practice the Strategic Anns Re- 
duction Treaty (START). 

The United States, Japan and 
the European -Gommunity also 
were to sign an agreement with 
Russia, creating an international 
research centre in Moscow to 
help thousands of nuclear scien- 
tists move from military to civi- 
lian projects. 

That centre was launched in 
February to prevent Soviet scien- 
tists from selling their skills to 
unstable regimes. 

Tbe conference will assess 
Western emergency aid that re- 
sulted from a similar internation- 
al meeting in Washington in 
January. 


Since then, the former Soviet 
States have gained entry into the 
International Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank, paving the way 
for massive reco ns tr u ction aid. 

Aid to the former Soviet re- 
publics, either already given or 
pledged, totals about $90 billion 
according to figures released, on 
the eve of the conference. 

Officials said no more financial 
aid is expected. They said the 
conference marked the start of a 
transition from emergency aid to 
alleviate chronic food and other 
shortages to longer-term coop- 
eration aimed at rebuilding the 
economies of the former Soviet 
states. 

On Friday, Portuguese Foreign 
Minister Joao DeDeus Pinheiro 
said that longer-term aid would 
focus on broad assistance to 
establish ffee-market economies 
and democratic institutions.’. 

“It's not only an act of solidar- 
ity, it's an insurance policy for tbe 
next 50 years.” he told a news 
conference with his Russian 
counterpart, Andrei Kozyrev. 


Lithuanians vote on 
presidential controversy 


VILNIUS (R) — Lithuanians 
went to the polls Saturday to 
resolve s heated national debate 
on how soon to elect a president 
andfrpw much power to give him. 

The 2:5-millioo voters of this 
former Soviet republic were 
offered the choice in a referen- 
dum of whether or not to approve 
a proposed law on creating tbe 
post of president. 

A “yes” vote would lead to 
elections within the next four 
months in which Vytautas Land- 
sbergis, leader of Lithuania’s suc- 
cessful struggle for independence 
from Moscow, is favourite. 

Radicals to the right of tbe 
political spectrum favour this 
course, saying the Baltic state 
needs a president with strong 
powers to haul it out of political 
and economic crisis. 


“Of course l voted yes, be- 
cause I*m interested in politics 
and I know what Lithuania needs 
— a president who will be able to 
fight with the Communists,” re- 
tired teacher .Ona Cerniaviriene 
said after casting her vote in 
Vilnius. 

“Today, when Lithuania still 
faces threats from the east, we 
must be united and support elec- 
tions for a president.” 

Hie opposite view is taken by a 
strong alliance of liberals and 
leftist parties in parliament. They 
urge a “no" vote because they 
fear that concentrating too much 
power in the president’s hands 
could lead to authoritarian rule. 

This group agrees a president is 
needed but says the country 
should pass a constitution first 
that would regulate his powers. 


Filipino candidate begins 
election protest fast 


MANILA (R) — Outspoken ex- 
judge .Miriam Santiago launched 
a “fast to the death” Saturday to 
protest against alleged wide- 
spread election fraud. which she 
said would cause her to lose the 
Philippine presidency. 

Wearing a white hospital gown, 
tbe pugnacious former cabinet 
minister who led a popular cru- 
sade against corruption, began 
her fast under medical supervi- 
sion m an air-conditioned private 
suite in the Philippine Heart Cen- 
tre for Asia. 

Her opponent, ‘ ex-defence 
chief Fidel Ramos, has piled up a 
margin of almost one million 
votes over second-placed Eduar- 
do Cojuangco, a business tycoon. 
Mrs. Santiago is third. 

Mrs. Santiago, dubbed “iron 
lady of the east” by admirers, win 
receive vitamins through an in- 
travenous drip during her stay in 
the hospital built by political rival 
Imelda Marcos, wife of Ihte dicta- 
tor Ferdinand Marcos. 

Mis. Santiago, a 46-year-old 
mother of two. launched the fast 
to protest' against alleged rigging 
of vote-counting by presidential 
elections which die claims to have 


won. 

Mrs. -Aquino's .Executive 
Secretary Franklin : Drilon,' who 
has denied government involve- 
ment in vote-rigging, said Mrs. 
Santiago’s fast was unnecessary. 

“Everyone is within his or her 
right ... to have all forms of 
protest. But I don’t think this is 
necessary,” he said. 

“I don’t think it will bring her 
anywhere by going to this kind of 
protest. If there is any evidence 
of fraud, submit it to the Com- 
mission On Elections. It is as 
simple as that.” Mr. Drilon told 
reporters. 

Twelve days after the election, 
only 55 per cent of the estimated 
25. million votes have been 
counted by the MCQC. 

The count showed Gen. Ramos 
ahead of Mr. Cojuangco by more 
than 970,000 votes. Tbe former 
armed forces chief had 338 mil- 
lion votes against 2.41 million for 
Mr. Cojuangco, Mrs. Aquino's 
estranged cousin and “king 
crony" of Ferdinand Marcos. 

Mis. Santiago, who led in the 
initial counting, is trailing Mr. 
Cojuangco by 20,000 votes. 


Candidates jockey for position in California 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
In the aftermath of the Los 
Angeles riots, U.S. presidential 
candidates have begun jockeying 
for political advantage before 
next month’s California primary 
election. 

The June 2 vote in America’s 
most populous state is the last 
major test of strength before the 
general election in November — 
and the looting, burning and 
mayhem that engulfed Los 
Angeles and spread to more than 
a dozen cities last month has put 
race and poverty back on the 
campaign agenda. 

Top candidates in the Califor- 
nia primary are taking widely 
differing approaches to the issue 
With his job-approval rating at 
an all-time low, President George 
Bush sent Vice President Dan 
Qliayle to California this week to 
act as his surrogate. 

But Mr. Quayle immediately 
sparked a controversy. 

He blamed the violence on a 
poverty of values” and the 
breakdown of families in inner 
cities, citing as an example a 
popular television series, Murphy 


Mr. Quayie’s comments struck a 
chord with conservative Republi- 
cans, a growing source of strength 
for the party in California. 

“Republicans are experts at 
pandering to the narrow views of 
white suburbia,” said Byran Jack- 
son, a professor of urban politics 
at California State University. 

“In their eyes people of colour 
riot because they are innately 
bad, not because of deep social 
problems coming from years of 
government neglect.” 

California will be a critical bat-, 
tlcground in the Nov. 3 election, 
when President George Bush is 
expected to face Democratic 
front-runner Bill Clinton and a 
strong independent challenge 
from Texas billionaire Ross 
Perot. 

Mr. Perot, who recently passed 
Mr. Bush and Mr. Clinton in a 
major nationwide poll, is also 
ahead in California. 

He criticised Mr. Bush for not 
going to Los Angeles as soon as 
die riots broke ont, though he 
himself has kept his distance from 
the city. 

In campaign swings through 


Brown,- in which an unmarried - San Francisco and Los Angeles, 


woman has a baby. 

Brown, a fictional TV news- 
woman played by actress Candice 
Bergen, gave birth Monday night 
— with 38 million Americans 
watching. 

New York Governor Mario 
Cuomo said Mr. Quayie’s re- 
marks displayed a “comic-book 
mentality” and the White House 
tried to distance itself from the 
flap. 

But political analysts believe. 


Mr. Quayle drew the ideological 
battle lines on so-called "family 
values” and repeated a tough 
law-and-order message, saying 
those who took part in the riots 
should be dealt with harshly. 

He took a much harder line 
than Mr. Bush, who condemned 
“wanton lawlessness” during his 
tour of Los Angeles a week after 
the riots but also spoke to sceptic- 
al residents of his desire to ease 
their plight in tbe inner city. 


Mr. Clinton, who has all but 
sewn up tbe Democratic nomina- 
tion, has preferred a quieter 
approach. 

He delayed his trip to Califor- 
nia for several days after the riots 
and his criticism of Mr. Bush’s 
policies was relatively muted. He 
also emphasised the need to re- 
build devastated areas. 

Clinton is preaching moderate 
policies to appeal to white 
middle-class voters who have 
backed Republicans in recent 
elections. But he has steered dear 
of promises that might allow tbe 
White House to brand him a 
traditional tax-and-spend Demo- 
crat. 

- Meanwhile, the strong support 
expressed for Mr. Perot increases 
tbe chance that the House of 
Representatives may choose tbe 
next president of the United 
States for the first time since 
1824. 

Right now, polls are showing 
President Bush, Mr. Clinton and 
Mr. Perot splitting the vote even- 
ly. • 

Former President Gerald Ford 
toid a television interviewer this 
week: “What worries me is that 
he (PeiOt) wiO so muddy the 
election we will have no president 
elected on Nov. 3 and we would 
have the House of Representa- 
tives, 435 politicians, deciding 
who will be the next president 
rather than the people.” 

This is how it would work. 

Mr. Bush, Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Perot compete in the November 
election to win a majority m the 
S38-member Electoral College. 

This is done by winning states 


in the popular vote. Each state 
has a contingent in tbe Electoral 
College proportional to the 
state’s population and each candi- 
date has a slate of state electors 
pledged to vote for him. 

After the election the electors 
pledged to tbe winner in each 


votes than John Quincy Adams. 
But Adams was elected president 
in the House. 

— Even if CKnton comes in 
third in the popular voting, be 
might have the best chance to be 
elected in tire House. Tbe present 
House has 31 state delegations 


state should all cast their vote for with a Democratic majority, 10 
l "'"* with a Republican majority, eight 


him. 

Under the constitution, if the 
three competitors split the states 
and none wins a majority of 270 
electors on Nov. 3, the new 
House of Representatives, which 
normally does not meet until 
January, will choose between 
them. 

And voting in the 435-member 
House would not be on a one- 
representative, one-vote basis. It 
would be on a one-state, one-vote 


evenly divided and one with a 
single independent representa- 
tive. 

But • there is no certainty that 
the delegations would vote along 
party lines. For instance, a 
Democrat in a state where Mr. 
Bush won a strong plurality of the 
vote would be under pressure to 

Vrtt- fivr Mr D.„J. 

The constitution stipulates that 
if the presidential choice is 


basis. Whichever candidate gets to S?}** 

the most votes when tbe state choosc *e vice-president 


from among the top two vote 
getters in the popular election on 
a one-senator, one-vote basis. 

The Senate could wait until the 
House election and then dutifully 
“The one-state, one-vote sys- elect tlw winner’s choice as vice 
tem creates an infinite variety of Pf es,den V*? r 00uW a 
fascinating possibilities" Lloyd vlce_ P res, dent from a different 
Cutler, who was White House party than 1he 


representatives vote among 
themselves gets the state’s vote 
for president. A majority of the 
states, 26, is needed to elect a 
president. 


lawyer for President Jimmy Car- 
ter, wrote in the Washington 
Post 

Some of them are: 

— Twenty six small states, 
which have only 16 per cent of the 
total U.S. popuation, could elect 
the next president. . 

— Hie winner of the most 
votes m the popular election may 
not be chosen. In 1824, in a 
four-way race, Andrew Jackson 
won more popular and electoral 


If the House has not chosen a 
president by Jan. 20 — the 
constitutionally- mandate inau- 
gural day — the’ Vice-President 
chosen by the Senate would act as 
president until one is chosen. ' 

If neither House nor Senate 
chooses by Jan. 20, the speaker of 
the House, now Democratic Rep. 
Thomas Foley of Washington 
state who is likely to keep his post 
after the election, would act as 
president. 



Royal wedding 
wishes: 294 things 


LONDON (AP) What does 
one give a royal bride? According b 
to Lady Helen Windsor's wed- 
ding list, published in a London 
newspaper Thursday, matching 
his-and-her (biue-and-pmk) wa- 
ter bottles would be welcome, as 
would a- Nintendo computer 
game and a £444 (S800) croquest 
set. Brian Sewell, the art critic for 
the Loudon Evening Standard, 
won't say how he got hold of the ’ 

294-item Hst, which totals £18,000 • 
($32,400) and which he said was 
included with wedding invita- 
tions. “Two things emerge from 
the list — extravagance and vul- 
garity,” Mr. Sewell wrote. Lady * 
Hellen, a cousin erf Queen EK- 
zabeth U and the 21 st m line to 
tbe British throne, will many 
Timothy Taylor, a 28-year-old art % 
dealer, on July 18 at St. George's .« 
Chapel, Windsor Castle. The “ 
Duke and Duchess of Kent te- . . 
portedly have invited 800 guests'? 
for their daughter’s wedding. 
Most other London newspapers 
published the list in Friday's edi- 
tions, including tbe sober Daily ■ 
Telegraph which lamented the 
leak. “Oh, tbe shame of it. Every . 
intimate housewifely detail is 
there , in the public prints,” die 
newspaper commented. 




Japan mulls 
teaching English in 
primary schools 


TOKYO (R) — Japan is con- 
sidering teaching English to nme- 
y ear-olds primary schoolchildren, 
a Ministry of Education official 
said. Currently, students start 
learning English as a compulsory 
subject when -they enter secon-^ 
dary school at the age of 12 or 13. 
Students at two primary schools 
in Osaka will start learning En- 
glish this Autumn on an ex- 
perimental basis. An official with 
the Osaka Education Authority 
said nine-year-olds would take 15 
hours of English a year and 10 to 
11-year-olds 70 hours. “In recent 
years, it has become popular to 
talk about internationalisation 
While more and more Japanese 
think it necessary to teach chil- 
dren English earner.” the minis-' 
try official said. He said -the 
ministry would collect the views 
of children, parents and the 
general public before considering 
starting teaching English in all 
primary schools. 
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France plans strong 
anti-smoklng law 


PARIS (R) — France, where 
offices and cafes are often ' 
swathed in tbe pungent smoke of 
Gauloise cigarettes, plans to in- ; “ 
troduce strong anti-smoking laws, 
its health minister said. “From 
being last on this subject, we are ; 
about the become the European 
leader in anti-tobacco legislation - 
and hope others will follow suit," ' 
Health Minister Bernard Koucb- 
ncr told a news conference. He 
said tbe law, to come into effect ? - 
at the end of the year, was j- • 
revolutionary because smokers . 
must assume they could not light ' 
up when they entered an enclosed : ’. . 
space such as an office, restaurant 
or train. Limited areas with 
“smoking permitted” signs would \- . 
be set aside for smokers. Mr. . 
Kouchner said smoking at worfctP-^ - ; 
would be restricted to spedar’V; _ 
rooms dosed off from tbe rest of _ 
the workspace and employers 
would be legally liable to enforce " 
tbe law. ■ s 


Kerry Packer tops 
Australia’s rich list 
for fifth year 


SYDNEY (R) — Polo-playing 
tycoon Kerry Packer has kept his / : - 
crown as Australia's richest man," ‘ ’ 
with -an estimated net worth of ; ’ 
Australian dollars 2.7 billion' "" 
(S2.05 billion), according to a list 
of the country's wealthiest peo^ ; 
pie. But Mr. Packer, 54, who _ v , 
survived a heart attack in Octo- 
ber 1990, is no longer the only ... 
billionaire after a remarkable tut- : 
naround in the fortunes of his 
media rival Rupert Murdoch. Mr.’’ - 
Murdoch,, now an American -> '■ 
citizen, jumped- to number two ... 
position, helped by the recovery ^ : 
of his falgship news corporation V 
which last year was plagued by ' H ’‘F 
multi- billion -dollar debts. Mr. 
Murdoch’s family wealth was esti- •.* v 
mated at Australian dollar 2.3 J ■ 
billion ($1.75 billion) from last .;V 
year’s Australian doflai: 740 mil- .‘5 5 
lion ($562 million), Business Re- ■'* 
view weekly said in its “Rich 200" *!-. 
list. Janet Holmes A Court, 48, * -> 
whose entrepreneur husband 
Robert died of a heart attack in .% 
September 1990, is tbe country’s^* ■ 
richest businesswoman but her-* 
fortune has detftned from" Au- 1 
straHan-dtrilars 850 million ($646 1 V 
million) to Australian dollar 350 ■ 
million ($266 million). 




